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Rajasthan is a very backward state when
compared to others states.  Still the “Jamindari
system” prevails in Rajasthan. The State government
has allotted land for few Dalits but even then the Dalits
are not able to own their own lands due to the pressure
from the Dominant Caste people.There are very few
Mass Movements, Unions and NGOs working for the
cause of dalits.

The Center for Dalit Human Rights is working for
the past 1 ½ years in few parts of Rajasthan. There
is lack of awareness among the Dalits and lot of
superstitious”Hindutva Customs” that dominates the
Dalits. The major social evils still prevailing in
Rajasthan are the Death Festival, Dev Dasi system,
One Night Bride system, Dry latrine system, Bonded
Labour, Half piece of bread system etc.

Death festival: - It is believed that the birth as a
Dalit is a sin and to rectify that sin after the death of a
Dalit his/her relatives should give a grand feast to as
many villages as possible so that the sin is done away
and the Dalit’s soul is purified. To further complicate
it, it is still better if the body of the deceased dalit is
burnt by sandal wood to purify the so-called ‘impure
birth’. This system practiced in many parts of
Rajasthan is a forced social evil which is too expensive
for the poor Dalits. It also emphasis and makes the
Dalits to accept that the very birth as a Dalit is a sin.
This is the utmost inhuman practice ever seen.

One night bride: - In this system after a Dalit
wedding the new bride has to spend her wedding night
with the Jamindar (the Head of the Dominant Caste
people) and only then can she start her married life.
This brutal evil against the Dalit women is practiced
in Western Rajasthan.

Dry latrine system:- The toilets used by most of
the Dominant Caste people are of dry latrines where
the human excreta have to be cleaned manually. This
is one of the most menial jobs and this is forced on
the Dalits, especially the Dalit women. They have to
collect the human excreta in baskets and carry it on
their heads and throw it outside the village. This is
still practiced in most parts of Rajasthan and
particularly the Balmiki Caste women are made to do
this work. The worst part is that nowadays even the
children are forced to do this.

Half piece of bread: - In most parts of
Rajasthan the villages are to be swept by the Dalit
women of that village and in turn for her labour she is

given a half piece of bread.  Early in the morning she
is asked to clean the village and only in the afternoon
she should go to the village houses to collect the half
piece of bread. She is not paid anything else other than
this.

There are still more social evils that exist in
Rajasthan and more specifically the violence against
the Dalit women is at a high rate. If the concerned
authorities do not even bother to consider these issues
even with little concern, then the sufferings of dalits
are really enduring.

- Satish Kumar, DHRMA, Rajasthan
(National intern-DHRM)

In Yemen, the lowest of the low Castes and at the
bottom of the social and economic hierarchy is the
Akhdam – streetsweepers and beggars – who are held
down by prejudice and despair.  Houses made of
refuse, families as large as 15 living in one room,
children eating what appears to be dirt, pools of
disease-laden water, piles of garbage and human
waste buzzing with flies, the stench. The scene
followed Aisha Sulaiman even after she was far away.
She couldn’t forget it. It is a place where children have
gotten high snorting crushed glass. They beg barefoot
on the city streets - the soles of their feet callused and
evidently immune to the blazing asphalt, fired by the
incessant Yemeni sun. Sulaiman, like many of the
shantytown residents, belongs to the lowest social
caste in Yemen, the Akhdam. The Arabic word Akhdam
means servants, and for centuries they have felt
discrimination and isolation from mainstream society.
Though conditions have improved somewhat over the
past few years, many in mainstream society still
stereotype them, considering them lowly, dirty, ill-
mannered and immoral. Even their plates are
considered dirty. “Don’t eat with the Akhdam because
worms come out of their plates,” the saying goes. While
there is no official record of the number of Akhdam in
Yemen, they are considered to be the country’s largest
and poorest minority. Unlike all others in Yemen, they
do not belong to a tribe. They are poorly educated and
are not allowed to marry into higher social castes.
Legends of Akhdam origins abound. The most credible
is that they descend from Abyssinian soldiers who
stayed in Yemen after a failed invasion in the sixth
century AD. The soldiers, from ancient Ethiopia, were
so hated they were forced to accept the worst jobs,
such as transporting and disposing of human sewage
and collecting garbage.
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Today, the most common job for a male Akhdam
is street cleaning. They also work as porters, foot
soldiers and shoemakers. Women and children beg.
Sulaiman was considerably better off than most
because of her tenacity. Some of her relatives don’t
believe women should be educated. They think
women should sit at home, get married and have
children, she says. But Sulaiman resisted and is
halfway towards completing a university degree in
philosophy. She is also determined not to have a large
family that could lead to economic ruin. Along the way,
she has become a human rights trainer and educator,
fighting for the rights of other Akhdam women and
children who she believes suffer most. Her goal is to
help the women become more self-confident and
aware of their rights. Many Akhdam do not share her
hope for the future.In the shantytowns, men make
important household decisions, even though, in many
cases, the women and children bring in most of the
income by begging. Even the poorest families spend
a significant amount of their money on qat, an
amphetamine-like mild narcotic shrub that is chewed
by men and women daily.

Akhdam often have to resort to secrecy. While they
are proud of their background among their peers, they
usually do not advertise their social caste to outsiders.
One successful Akhdam doctor, who has worked in
a local hospital for years, does not reveal his social
status, afraid. He will lose his patients. Officially, there
are efforts to help the Akhdam. The Yemeni
government is building a new housing project financed
with international aid, says Noor Ba Aabad, assistant
to the deputy minister of social affairs and labor.
Society as a whole has to change its beliefs about
Akhdam, says Jonathan Puddifoot, country
representative with Care International in Yemen. But
the most disadvantaged group in Yemen has to find
a way to rise above its self-perceptions.”The prejudice
keeps them down,” he says, “and they keep
themselves down as well.”

(The above extract is taken from the article by
Marguerite Abadjian published on April 22, 2004 on
‘Caste in Yemen’in the internet. The heart striking
pathetic plight of the Akhdam people is not alone reality
in Akhdam but also this is the reality of millions of
Dalits in our country also)

The expanded working paper on discrimination
based on work and descent presented by Mr. Eide
and Mr. Yokota very excellently and succinctly reviews
various cases of this form of discrimination. Their
comparative study illuminates the similar bases and
effects of the status of Dalits globally.

The paper discusses the similarities of the Dalit
situations around the world, which it claims are
focused primarily on occupation and descent.  It sites
the example of Somalia, where the Midgan/Madhiban
caste and other clans, as well as some in surrounding
countries, represent the outcastes of the dominant,
“pure”, “noble” large, majority Somali clans.

The paper highlights the myths subscribed to
by these dominant clans that separate them from the
Midgan/Madhiban people, both in work and in spirit,
and details the disastrous social, economic and
cultural effects this has had on these people.  With
very few exceptions, the Midgan/Madhiban faces
ostracism, prejudice, discrimination and exclusion by
Somali society. And their economic exploitation
matches this inequality.  And the few people from the
dominant clans that do not believe in this distinction
and discrimination are rejected themselves, and they
and their families often face severe repercussions.

The paper continues by examining the
issues surrounding these Dalit clans, and how they
are similar to those of Dalits around the world.

(An extract from the paper presented by Professor
Asha A. Samad (aasamad@juno.com) on behalf of
the Anti-Slavery International  in the Sub-Commission
on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,
the Fifty-fifth session on 11 August 2003 under the
title Prevention of Discrimination based on work and
descent: The Midgan/Madhiban “Outcaste” Clans of
Somalia)

In this issue of ‘State Focus’ we are introducing
the issues dealt with by our DHRM in Bihar, one of
the 12 DHRM states where we have our trained
DHRMAs who are informing the National Office of
various human rights violations against Dalits in their
district and who also undertake fact-finding missions.
Presently we have 47 trained DHRMAs (14 Women
and 33 Men), from 37 districts of Bihar. The DHRM
Bihar State Co-ordinator is Mr.Umesh Kumar Kundan
and the Co Coordinator is Ms. Naseema. Given below
is a list of atrocities against the Dalits specifically in
the state of Bihar from September 2003 onwards.
The DHRMAs of Bihar have undertaken fact-finding
missions in these cases and reports have been sent
to the DHRM National Office for further follow-ups.
The discrimination against Dalits is of varied forms
as we see in the following cases. It is important to
remember that these are only the cases that appeared
in major media outlets, and that there is much to be
done just to uncover and monitor all those cases that
never make it

State Focus

Discrimination based
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1.      30.07.03, Hindustan Times A Dalit man, Bharat Paswan, was allegedly murdered by caste Hindus in Bhabua.

2.      7.10.03, Times of India A Dalit was murdered in a Pooja Pandal (enclosure made for performing prayer
rituals), after a caste clash and his denial of entry into the temple in Kaimur Dt.

3.      7.11.03, Hindustan Times Untouchability Practice  and Prevention of entry into the temple for Dalits in Kherikon Village,

4.      Unavailable Within 10 days 20 Dalits died, due to Kalazar, yet the administrator remained
inactive and silent.

5.      Unavailable Beating of a 8 Month pregnant Dalit woman and the twins die on delivery in Ramgardh

6.      Unavailable A Dalit allegedly died in the jail due to negligence of the jail authority in Bhabua

7.     5.11.03, Times of India A Dalit youth was killed by the police in Sadikpur, Rukanpura

8.     Unavailable A Dalit woman was molested in front of her ailing husband, who was also beaten
in Purushothampur, Champarg

9.     1.08.03 Two Dalit villagers were put to death by shooting in Janpura, Patna

10.     14.10.03, Times of India A Dalit convict patient died in police custody in Lehri, Rohta Dist.

11.     12.09.03,  Hindustan Times A Dalit youth was killed by police fire in Rajhat, Navada

12.     12.09. 03, Dainik Akbar A Dalit was murdered for supporting and encouraging a victim of sexual
harassment to register a complaint with the Police in Kamra Village

13.      07.11.03, Hindustan Times A Dalit who attempted to enter a Yagnya Matap was physically assaulted in Nuvam
village, Buxor Dist.

14.      04.08.03, Hindustan Times A Dalit woman was murdered and her husband beaten after she was accused of
being a witch in Sohagpur, Saharra Dist.

15.      26.05.03, Times of India A Dalit was murdered after giving a witness account in a case against an upper-
caste Hindu in Dhariyapur Village, Patna.

16.      01.04.03, Times of India Two innocent children and one Dalit woman were shot dead by members of the
Ranvir Sena in Karni, Araval Dist.

17.      20.6.03, Dainik Jagran Perpetrators forcefully entered the house of a Dalit woman and
raped her, Neesarpara, Patna.

18.      07.12.03, Hindustan Times A young Dalit was threatened and shot at after defending his sister, who had
been accused by some upper-caste youths of teasing them.

19.      07.12.03, Hindustan Times A  Dalit woman was raped by another resident of her village when he saw
that she was working alone in a field in Jalalpur Village, Nawada

20.      09.12.03, Hindustan Times The Dalit residents deprived of basic necessities and access
to education and are forced to work as bonded labourers.

21.      14.12.03, People’s Democracy A Dalit activist was murdered in retaliation for protecting a Dalit woman who was
being harassed by an upper-caste man.  The police have done everything in their
power to deny justice to the victim’s family, or help or protect them.

22.      10.01.04, Times of India Young Dalit children are left homeless and without families after the District
Administration razed their parents’ hut leaving them at the mercy of fatally cold
weather.

23.      02.12.04, Jagran Samachar Patna - After being interrogated intensely by the CBI regarding a murder, 2 Dalit
youths committed suicide.

24.       11.02.04, Unavailable Patna - A young Dalit woman and her 7 year-old daughter have been left homeless
and wandering the streets after the mother left her upper-caste husband because
he was torturing her for dowry.

25.       11.02.04, Unavailable Patna - A Dalit man was killed by upper-caste Hindus during the last procession
of Saraswati Puja.

26.       23.02.04, Prabhat Khabar Patna – A Dalit man was shot dead by perpetrators.

27.       15.02.04, NDTV Patna - Nine members of a Dalit family, including children, were injured in an
acid attack, three of them very seriously because of a dispute.  The police have
done nothing.  The perpetrators have succeeded in intimidating the Dalit family,
as they are neither willing to register a police case nor talk to the media about it.

28.       05.03.04, Times of India Ara - At least one Dalit child was killed, and two others who are missing are feared dead after being
abducted by their father’s business partner because of a dispute

  S.No.                    Source Incident Brief
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Voice of a Victim

I am Rudiben Hirabhai Jadav.  My husband’s name is Hirabhai.  He was a tireless defender of our Dalit
community, and on March 15th, 2004, he paid for his courage with his life.  That day four men from the dominant
Darbar caste came to our part of the village with a group of labourers and began removing the large stones
from our road.  They had been awarded a contract to rebuild the main road in the town, and instead of buying
new stones, they decided they could just take the ones from us.  They would pocket the money, and prevent us
from having access to a good road.

My husband, who often spoke out against the ritual abuses suffered by the Dalits in our village, arrived at the
scene and tried to dissuade the Dominant caste men from taking the stones.  His protests were met with
indignation and rage, and only my intervention saved him from getting beaten on the spot.  The men then
threatened him, saying that he was becoming a nuisance to them and they would kill him.  But he had done
nothing wrong.

We went home, and thought that the matter was finished.  Hirabhai went to work, and I began my work
around the house.  It was only after a few hours that I heard voices outside talking about my husband, and I
knew that something had gone terribly wrong.  The people said he had been in an accident, and so we rushed
to the spot.

I will never forget the horror of that moment.  My husband was lying dead on the road, but he had obviously
had no accident.  He had deep cuts and stab wounds all over his body, his finger was cut off, and he had the
marks of having been beaten as well.   I realized with dismay that the Darbars had carried out the very thing
they had been threatening that morning.  To them, Hirabhai was a nuisance, and something that they thought
they could just get rid of.  But he was my life and the hope for our community.  I cannot describe the pain and
humiliation that I have suffered, how inhuman I feel.

Just imagine this happened to someone you loved, to your husband, that he was beaten mercilessly, and
stabbed over and over again while he cried out in agony, only because he had stood up to protect what little his
people had.  Because he was “untouchable”.

29.       Dainik Jagran Kaimur - 6 armed assailants on motorcycles shot to death 2 Dalit youth who
were standing on the side of the road.

30.      29.03.04, Rajasthan Patrika Bhagalpur - 8 Dalits houses were attacked and set on fire, after a body was
found in the local pond.

31.      25.01.04, The Hindu Two Social Activists were brutally murdered in Shabdo, Gaya Dist.,

32.      15.02.04, NDTV Nine members of a Dalit family, including four women and a three year-old
child, were injured in an acid attack, three of them under the serious contition.

33.       09.03.04, Dainik Jagran 2 Dalit youth were murdered and the people angered in Chand police station
limits. staged road roko on Mahdaich road.

34.       29.03.04, Rajasthan Patrika Bhagalpur - 8 Dalits houses were attacked and set on fire, after a body was
found in the local pond.

35.       19.05.04, Hindustan Times 4 Dalits were murdered in Masori in Bihar

National Capacity Building Program -
DHRM VI – 2004

Sabhahi Shiksan
Kendra,
Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh

International Internship

Our DHRM International Intern Mr. Dylan Smith, from

Canada who had joined us on 15th September 2003 has

successfully completed his 9 months internship

programme with us on 23rd May 2004. His

hardwork and commitment has been a

great advantage for our DHRM. His

contribution in bringing out the database

and the newsletter along with our DHRM staff was

tremendous. We wish him all success for his law course

he is to undertake in Canada.

58 total
16  women

      29th March - 5th April
     2004

    Venue      Program dates           Participants

DHRM Activities in April  and May 2004
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The first batch of National Interns, arrived on the 9th April 2004 for their 10 weeks of internship with the
DHRM, a ten weeks program for about 50 selected DHRMAs from the 12 states covered under the project.
The first batch of interns are Mr. Ch. Sree Rama Murthy, DHRMA, Andhra Pradesh who is associated with
SAKSHI Human Rights Watch in Andhra Pradesh and Mr. Satish Kumar, DHRMA, Rajasthan who is an
Advocate in Jaipur High Court Bench.

The objectives of the internship program are as follows:

 To strengthen the  knowledge of the interns on the Human rights standards available at  Regional,
National and International levels ;

 To enhance the  capacity of the interns  for effective Monitoring, Documentation, undertaking Fact-
finding & Report writing ;

 To improve the skills of the interns relating to Drafting of complaints to National Human Rights
Mechanisms, drafting of Press Releases, drafting of Communications to International Human Rights
Organizations and relevant UN Mechanisms.

 To equip the interns with the adequate Administrative / Managerial Skills in the fields of  Documentation,
File Management, accounting & Basic Computer /Internet Skills.

Our New Staff Fact-Finding reports:
The Fact-finding reports on the Devalaya,  issue

of the murder of a Dalit Human Rights activist and
the Kalapatti issue of the attack on the Dalit houses
were disseminated to various organizations,
individuals etc. One of the consequences is that the
AHRC (Asian Human Rights Commission) has taken
up this issue in the urgent appeals.

Ms. Semmalar Selvi and Ms. Sofia Florance

have joined us as the DHRM staff on 3rd May 2004,
as the Secretaries to the National Convenor, Dr. Ruth
Manorama. They were our interns at the People’s

Watch office for a period of one month in March 2004.

National Internship Programme

I am associated with DHRM and NCDHR of Rajasthan. I have participated in the SURETHRI-2002 programme
after which I undertook six Fact Finding Missions (FFM). After knowing DHRM and coming as a DHRM intern I
was able to know the National and International Human Rights mechanisms and this helped me to improve my

skills in the field of monitoring. In the DHRM FFMs whenever I go for FF everybody in the field ask me to
which caste I belong to, more specifically the perpetrators talk to us only if they know our caste. Whenever
we meet the victims of a violation then the first thing we do is give them the confidence and help them
believe us. Understanding them and sympathizing with the victims is very essential. Sometimes I tell

the victims that I too belong to the Dalit community and then the victims relate in an entirely different way
placing trust on me. Then they come forward to narrate the entire atrocity without any hesitation. In the perpetrators
side some give us respect and most do not specifically when they know we are dalits. Similarly with the
officials also. Government officials always try not to give proper information and try to divert the issue. Most of
the times they are not aware of the SC/ST PoA Act and under what sections to book the cases.

- Satish Kumar, DHRM National Intern, Rajasthan.

I am Ch.Sree Rama Murthy associated with SAKSHI Human Rights Watch, a human rights organization
working for the protection and promotion of human rights in Andhra Pradesh. I learned about DHRM through

one of my friends. I feel it is playing an important role in the process of capacity building of the activists
at the grass root level. Discrimination in any form is not acceptable at all. Caste discrimination is one
of the mal treatments of dominant castes towards Dalits. In my view DHRM in association with the
NCDHR is the right platform to raise the voice against gross injustice done to lower castes. I found that

DHRM is playing an important role in the protection of rights of Dalits. I think it is essential to continue the
struggle for the elimination of caste discrimination. I will continue to express my solidarity in the struggle against
socio-economic inequalities. I hope all the DHRMAs will also allot some time for this cause.

- Ch.Sree Rama Murthy, DHRM National Intern, Andhra Pradesh.

Know our DHRM National Interns
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The International Dalit Solidarity Network (IDSN) and the Dalit NGO Federation of Nepal are organising
an International Consultation on Caste-Based    Discrimination: Establishing Dalit Rights in the Contemporary
World; the Role of Governments, the United  Nations and the Private Sector.

The consultation will bring together Dalit activists from several South Asian countries; representatives of
other communities suffering similar forms of discrimination (such as the Burakumin of Japan); UN human
rights experts; United Nations agencies; representatives of bilateral and multilateral  agencies; Nepalese
NGOs and government officials; national human rights institutions; IDSN members and associates as well
as private sector representatives. The consultation aims to explore measures to promote implementation
of relevant laws, regulations, policies and recommendations to end caste-based discrimination as a key
human rights responsibility of governments, civil society and the international community.

In the course of the consultation four thematic areas will be covered, i.e. implementation of General
Recommendation XXIX on ‘descent-based discrimination’, adopted by the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination’ (CERD) in August 2002; effective use of United Nations mechanisms in eliminating
caste-based discrimination; the role of the private sector and transnational corporations; and mainstreaming
of Dalit rights in  development programmes.  Speakers and participants will exchange experiences and
ideas across borders and institutions, with a view to highlighting best practices and effective methodologies
in the struggle against caste-based discrimination. It is our expectation that the consultation will help
identify new strategies to challenge non-implementation of existing measures, and provide a forum for
brainstorming on new measures at all relevant levels (For more information contact Maia Ingvardson,
mti@idsn.org)

IDSN-DNF International Consultation on Caste-Based
Discrimination in Kathmandu 27-29 September

1. Socialdemokraterne

(EU: European Socialists)
Poul Nyrup Rasmussen

Britta Thomasen
Christel Schaldemose
Steen Nielsen

Ole Christensen
Anna Haaland Hansen

Einer Lyduch
Henning A. Jensen

France
Gerard Onesta,

Vice President of Parliament,

GreensAlain Krivine,

Communist Roseline Vachetta,

Communist

Netherlands
Top candidates of the

seven main parties

Sweden
12 candidates, there

of 5 Social democrats,

the reply came on behalf

of the group from the

party secretariat

European Parliament candidates who have signed the declaration of support for
the fight against caste discrimination. This is based on the information available

to the Secretariat. More candidates may have signed.

Germany
So far no response

UK
Jean Lambert, Greens

Richard Corbett

Andrew Duff, Liberal Democrats

Chris White, Liberal Democrats

Rosalind Gill, Liberal Democrats

9. Folkebevægelsen mod EU

(EU: Confederal Group of the

European United Left/Nordic  Green Left)

Ole Krarup

2. Venstre
(EU:Liberal, Democrat and Reform Party)
(Mogen Vad)

3. Radikale Venstre
(EU: Liberal, Democrat and Reform Party)

Camilla Hersom
Gunnar Nielsen
4. Kristendemokraterne

(Christian Democrats) Jonas Norgård

5. SF
(Confederal Group of the European

United Left/Nordic Green Left)
Margrete Auken
Pernille Frahm

Rachid el Mousti
Jane Sørensen

Bente Nielsen
6. Konservative (EU: European Peoples Party)
Gitte Seeberg (Sanne Olufsen)

7. Dansk Folkeparti

(EU:Europe of the Nations Group)

Mogen Camre

Morten Messerschmidt

Kenneth Kristensen

8. Junibevægelsen (EU:Group for a

Europe of Democracies and Diversities)

Jens-Peter Bonde

Trine Mach

Bjarke Lyster

Denmark
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