Public declaration of creation of
Child Labour Free Zonesin Tirupur
&
Statelevel Consulation on ste pping stones for Child Labo ur Free Zone (CLFZ)

By
SAVE, Tirupur, Tamilandu

Date: 28.12.2016(Wednesday)
Venue: Manchester Hall, Hotel Vian, Tirupur

The people of 16 and 17 ward formally declared
sTop JETg child L Pandiyan Nagar and Annanagar in Tirupur as Child
. Labour Free ZoneqCLFZ) Child Labour Free Zones are
geographical areas where no distinction is made
between different forms of child Labour and where all
children are withdrawn from labour and reenrolled into
formal schools to helpthem continue their education.
The declaration was made at a function organised at
Hotel Velan Tlrupur on December 28, 2016A short film on the Child Labour Free Zones of
Pandiyan Nagar and Annanagar was screened on the occasion following which the
declaration was made.

Dignitaries present on the occaion included Dr. R. Chinnaswamy, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (HQ) Tirupur, Mr. M. Udhayakumar M.P Dindigul Constituencyr. N. Chandran,
Chairman, Eastman Global Clothing Pvt. Ltdr. Dhanapal K.P.R. Pvt. Ltd., Coimbatoidy.
Muthurathinam, TEAMA Trupur. Also present on theoccasion were members of the



Community, Child Rights Protecion Forum, NGOsCBOs,Teachers and SAVE team who
contributed in making3! 6 %6 O 6 EOEI 1T 1T £ #EEI Ms.VijakulaMary, £Z0A A
Executive Director of SA¥ welcomed the dignitaries and guests.

Mr. A. Aloysius, Managing Director of
a6 BammTTT SHANE UGS SAVE in his welcome address saithat
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important day for Tirupur and it was a

matter of pride to be part of the

celebrations. Welcoming Mr. R.
Chinnaswamy he said that apart from
he being a very respected Police
Officer, his immense contributions to
child welfare has made Tirupur a safer
place for children. Welcoming Mr.

Chandran Mr. Aloysiussaid that his presence proved that there are goodompanies that

look after the interests of children.He further said it was a matterof regret that even after
60 years of independence we have still have child labouElaborating further on why

Pandiyan Nagar and Annanagawere chosen for the creation of cid labour free zones, this
was asthe 2 wards had 100 % of working community andthe highest concentration of
child labour mostly migrant. In conclusion he thankedthe communities, house owners,
merchants, companiesfor their valuable cooperation / contributions in enabling the 2

wards to be free of child labour
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Delivering the Keynote Address on the occasion Dr. ChinnaswanCPsaid that he with
one hand holding astick and the other hand holding a gun chasing criminajJdooking at
everyone with suspicion to be givenhis privilege of being the chief guest and to deliver the
key note address was greathonor. He felt that NGOs could ideally compliment the work of
the Policedepartment. He further added thatsociety looks at children through a narrow
prism that is a chid should either be in school or working, so we are in a way to be blamed
for the continued existence of child labour. He wanted to know how many of us when we
see chidren scavenging for a living have asked the child why he/she are scavengers, most
of uswould have just walked pastignoring the child, isthis because we feel it isll right as
long asthe child is not beggingfor a living or is it sheer indifference since that child is in no
way connected with us

Dr. Chinnaswamyfurther went on to askdoes child labour exist becauseit was decreed by

God or is there a government order to that effecfjeither of the two he said that poverty

was the rootand the other being alack of interest in educatirg the child He further added

that any parent eating outof hisher AEET A8 0 1 AAT 60 OEI 601 A AA AOEA
what one is going to be after 40 years but a $th in time could have made a child labour

either a scentist or an entrepreneur. He further addel that there is no such thing as an

orphan child as anyone can develop new relationsall a child needs to be an asset to society

is access to food, shelter and education.

Children if not shown the proper path are bound
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S aniagaiisr usbisel to go astray andbecomeanti social elements or

SEIERREER S| criminals. Poverty should not be a reason for the
Child labour freﬁnzones

child to be denied of his/her rights. In
conclusion he said that 2 child laboufree zones
is but a stepfor SAVEand they should work to
ensure that Tirupur District as a whole is
declared as a child labour free district and that

» : will surely make the whole world to sit up and
take noticeMr. Chandran Chairman, Eastman Globah his address said that if children are
not given the proper protection in their formative years they are bound to gavrong. He
was effusive in hispraise of Mr. Aloysius for his unwavering dedication in eradication of
child labour. He said that child labour as such was eradicated a long time back but it is
again back in the limelight due the presence of a large migrantitdhpopulation. His earnest
wish was that Mr. Aloysius will work on this issue andEastern Globaland other like
minded companieswill help SAVEIn their endeavors Mr. Chandran in conclusion said that
he will give all the support that is neededby SAVE tamaintain the 2 wards as child labour
free zonesespecially migrant children® education




Mr. Udhayakumar M.P, Dindigul constituency in his address praised the effortsof Mr.
Aloysius and SAVE itheir work on
eradication of child labour. He said
' that Tirupur is in a position to offer
{ pplng sto § employment to people looking for
vild labour free Zom?e work, this at times results in good
‘ deeds going wrong as in this case
where children are employed.
" Article 24 of the constitution states
that anyone below the age of 16
years is deemed to be a child and
the Late Chief Minister Dr. J.
Jayalalitha was committed to the
Welfare and protection of the g|rI child. He further elaborated on the variousactivities
initiated over the years by the State government on the adication of Child labour in the
State.
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: Mr. Muthurathinam of TEAMA (Tirupur Export And
@l Manufacturing Association)in his address said that if
there was an organisation working for the eradication
~ of child labour in Tirupur it has to be SAVE. The
“f”‘\ organisation has beeninstrumental in reducing the

$ = ® number of child labourers in particular tailoring
whrch attracts a Iarge number of children He further said that TEAMA will extend all help
to SAVE in theirendeavors m eradication of child labour.

The Best Awardees
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i SR » Awards were presented to Mr. J. JosephHeadmaster,
et sl 0 e Elementary School,Mr. S.PonnusamyGovernment High
K School, Mr. G. Balakrishna, Correspondent, Saradha
Vidhyalaya Matric. Hgher Sewondary School Naam
Narpanimandram, a Community Based
Organisation(CBO) for their invaluable contributions in
establishing the CLFZ at Pandiyan Nagar

Accountability towards Child Labour free Zone

Members of the Child Protection Forum were presented on stage and were given a standing
ovation for their work in establishing the child labour free zone inPandiyan Nagar and
Annanagar. Mr. KrishnarSecretaryCRPF highghted the activities of CRPF.

Mr. Jeseph, Head Master, Elementary School said in his addrestanding ovation truly
begins to SAVE for their work in eadicating child labour. His interactions with SAVE goes
back 15 years and this has culminated in Pandiyan Nagar being declared a child labour free
zone where allchildren are in school exercising their right to educationHe further added
that his students felt that they were equal to students in private schools. His school
conductsregular parents meetng and conductsyogaand computer trainings.
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Mr. Krishnan, CRPF President in his address said that in a District which is famous for child
labour, SAVE chese to work for eradication of child labour in Pandiyan Nagar and
Annanagar why ? The answer to it is that these 2 wards have the largest concentration of
child labourers in the district. While others spoke about eradication of child labour, we can
proudly say that there are no child labourers in our warchow. We feel proud to be in this
zone. It will continue by us.

Mr. Emmanuela CRPF membesaid he was proud to be associated with SAVE in their work
on eradication of child labour. He said that he felt that he was in the right place and
whenever he required it he always givenguidance by Mr. Aloysius, Ms. Mary and Mr.

Francis.

Similarly all the CRPF members shared their exgsiences with the guests on theccasion.

Following this the members of child Parliament were presented on stage and were praised
for their role in ensuring the right to education for children and involving themseles in
community affairs.

Break for lunch

A cultural dance was performed by . Karthika and T. Karthikaand the gathering enjoyed
every moment of it.

Business and Child Labour Free Zone

Following the danceMr. Aloysius wetomedMr. Dhanapal of K. P. R. Mill8r. Subramanian
of Austor Muller and Mr. Thomas ofEastman Global to thelais.

Mr. A. Subramaniam, Austor Muller Shoes in his address said that everyone was aware
for the need to eradicate child labour, yet SAVE was the one who worked opaitwork that
should have been the responsibility of the Government, it was SAVE that was handpicked to
deliver and they lived up to the expectations. It was SAVE that broughtahissue of child
labour to the world® attention.

He further added that he ha no words to express his appreciation for the work done by
SAVETo check whether what he was hearing was true,ehvisited atea shop and enquired
about the sticker campaign carriedout by SAVE, the shop owner went on to stay that he
was not only aware of the carpaign but if the Qutreach worker Kalavathi chose to contest
the ward councilors postthey will work for her victory, this statement he said reflected the
work carried out by SAVE.



Mr. Dhanapal of K. P. R. Millshad this to say
(Encouraging child labour wil only affect the
future of children in the long run, but
encouraging children to exercise their right to
education will usher in a bright future for
AEEI 80AR6 £OOOEAO Al AAT OAOA
contribution in educating workers who had
dropped out of school. His organization has
promoted workers to higher posts on
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completlngthelr educatlon '

Mr. Thomas of Eastman Global had this to say,a step requires a lot of bricks to construct

similarly all present here are the bricks on which a foundation has beelaid to eradicate

child labour.

(A OAEA OEAO 3'6% 50 x1T OE 11 AOAAEAAOQEIT 1T &£ A
what you have achieved today is only theofe runner to more important work, |1 would like

to wish you success in your future endeavors in this fid z his personal contribution in

eradication of child labour was theadoption of a girl and a boy coming from impoverished

families.

Child Labour Free Zone and Education System

Mr. Aloysius then welcomed Dr. Lovelina, Dr. Mohan Kumar, Ms. Jothy Susila and
Subramaniam Bharathi to the Dias.

Dr. Lovelina, Bharathiyar University in her address expressed her gratitude for having
given been givenan opportunity to speak.She and her colleagues were academicians and
to be invited to be part of this declaration was a privilegeShe said poverty and lack of
education contributed to child labour, so this makes the initiative of SAVE all the more
important as it not only looks at eradication of child labour but also it looks at their
education.

Mr. Mohan Kumar , Chikkannna College said that today so many governmenschemes on
education were available like scholarships laptops, bus pass for students without
discrimination. Sudents can be well educated and achievgood positions and improve
their economic status. Students have access to quality education and teaching which
children of yester years dd not have, so they should make the most of it.

Ms.Jyothy Sushila, Integrated child Development Scheme , The children from 25 are
taken care in the aspect of physicalmental and psychological growth under the scheme.
The staff of thelCDS isconcentrating more to bring all the children into this system.



Mr.Subramani Barathj Writer,said that he has been associated with the child labour
program for over 15 yearshe further added that he haswritten books related to child
labour and the Noyal river pollution. He is very happy to be associated with SAVE on
eradication of child labour. As a resident of the 16thevard, he feel proud and he witnessed
the programme for al the years of SAVE as well in the Zorfer eradication of Childlabour.

Valedictory Session

Mr. Aloysius then welcomed Mr. Raja Shanmugam of TEA, Mr. Siva of SIVA Trust, Mr. Varun
Nair of SCM, Mr. Sharey Mr. Felix Jeyakumar, Ms. Subhadra and Dr. Rukmani Rao to the

dais.

Mr. Raja Shanmugam, president of Tirupur Export
Association said what was once a cottage industry in
Tirupur has developed into a huge industry and has
made Tirupur the global supplier it is today. Tirupur
does not distinguishbetween employer and employee
£ O EAOA O1 AAU6O AibiiTUAA
employer. Given this child labour was inevitable for
most of them start home based units as money is not a
major factor in setting up home based units. What is praise worthy aboutAYEs efforts was
that they chose ward 16and 17 as the ward has the largest child labour population in
Tirupur. TEA itself has receive a lot of complaints on child labour and they have also been
closely monitoring the situation, however a continues effort has to d maintained if the
success of today has to be maintained. He wished SAVE the very best of luck.

Mr. Siva, Worst Form of Child Labour Forum said that a concentrated effort over 2 years
resulted in the 2 wards being declared as child labour free zones. A lot of people were

~

A



