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1. Are you aware of the report “Tainted Carpets - Slavery and Child Labor in 

India's Hand-Made Carpet Sector” of the FXB Center for Health and Human 

Rights of Harvard University?1 

 

2. How do you assess the fact that more than 20 years ago child labour and other 

abuses in the Indian carpet industry received extensive publicity, that since that 

time a number of voluntary initiatives have been undertaken but that the 

situation of carpet workers described in the report still is very dramatic and the 

vast majority of labour consists of forced labour and child labour under very 

unhealthy conditions and at extremely low wages? 

 

3. Are you willing to examine the involvement of carpet importers and sellers – 

active in the European market – in slavery and child labour in the Indian carpet 

industry, including the companies IKEA and Wal-Mart who are listed in the 

report? What measures will you take to ensure that Indian carpets sold in the 

European market are made without slavery and child labour? 

 

4. Are you willing to urge the Indian government to take effective action against 

slavery and child labour in the carpet industry and to undertake joint activities 

against these abuses? 

 

5. Can European companies that are affiliated with labels like Goodweave, 

Rugmark and/or the Care & Fair initiative of the European carpet industry 

demonstrate with reasonable certainty that their carpets from India have not 

been made by slaves or children? 

 

6. Are you willing to engage with European trade associations representing 

carpet importers and/or sellers of Indian carpets to discuss the need to take 

action against slavery and child labour in the production of the Indian carpets 

that they are buying or selling? 

 
1 See: http://fxb.harvard.edu/tainted-carpets-report/ 


