Child labour and the position of Dalitsin India
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Questions of the member Voordewind (ChristianUnion) to the Minister of
Foreign Affairs and the Deputy Minister of Economic Affairs, Agriculture
and Innovation on child labour and the position of Dalits in India
(submitted 31 October 2011)

1.

Are you aware of reports that the negotiations alioel EU-India free trade
agreement are in an advanced stage and will pgs&eél finalized in
February?

Do you know that the European Council in a docun@n3 September
2011 speaks about binding provisions on a range okssagarding trade
and investments with regard to the EU-India fresddr agreement, while
related issues concerning sustainable developmentoaly discussed in
terms of ‘co-operation’?

In which way are you working on the implementatioh the motion

Voordewind' in which the government is requested “to exerefterts in the

European context for a robust sustainability chaptewhich among other
things is being aimed at: the reduction of childolar, the improvement of
the position of Dalits, the availability of medies for HIV/AIDS and a
dispute settlement mechanism; and not to agree stiibngly weakened
compromise.” Which results have you achieved tharsahd how do you
judge the chances of success?

Do you know the report of the International Tradaidsh Confederation
(ITUC) about India which shows that fundamentalblatbrights in India, in
particular those of Dalits, are violated on a lasgale®

On which evidence are the statements of the MinjsteForeign Affairs]
based that he has “full confidence in the way thdidn government is
actively engaged in tackling these kind of isswsld labour, forced labour,
non-discrimination etc.)” on the basis of “laws tththey have recently
adopted as well as their implementatidifow do these statements relate to
the recent ITUC report and other reports aboutvibkation of fundamental
labour rights in India? Do these reports give raasothe Minister to revise
his position? If so, how is he going to communicties to the Indian
government?



6. Did the Minister during his visit to India in the@inning of July also raise
the question of the discrimination of Dalits abauhich in the motion
Voordewind is being said that “250 million Dalitseaghe victim of a range of
violations of fundamental human rights and thas timoup disproportionally
suffers from violations of labour rights in the gilyp chains of Dutch
companies, including in garments, seeds and naitoaé?"

7. In which way are you working to implement the matidoordewind on the
position of Dalits? Are the results of this alreaalsible? If so, which results?
If not, why not?'

8. Does the Deputy Minister during his planned visitridia in November this
year intend to raise the issue of discriminatiorDafits? If so, what will in
this context be his input regarding his promis¢hi Parliament to raise the
exploitation of Dalit girls in the South Indian gaent industry with the
Indian government? If not, why not?
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