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European NGOs spreading false info, Nath

tells Finnish minister
24 Qct, 2007, 2354 hrs IST, TNN
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NEW DELHI : India has expressed
strong reservations on European
NGOs for spreading false
information about Indian industry
employing children and abusing
human rights. Commerce & industry
minister Kamal Nath informed
visiting Finnish minister for foreign
trade and development Paavo
Vayrynen that European NGOs,
some based in Finland, were
indulging in false propaganda about
working conditions in the Indian
industry, particularly textile, and the
government had been approached
by the Indian industry to take

Great deals on
MP3 players

Click io buy nowl

appropriate action.

“We do not want to take any action against this as it would create an unhealthy
environment,” the minister said, adding that he expected the EU to take action.

The Finnish minister, however, expressed helplessness claiming that since
these NGOs were not funded by the government, they did not have much
control over their functioning. Mr Vayrynen added that sometimes his
government was at the receiving end of NGO propaganda.

“There are NGOs resisting our paper industry and the sustainable forestry
programme which we have designed,” he said.

The Indian minister pointed out that India had its labour legislations and laws
against child labour, which the industry was made to follow. “The entire Indian
industry is subjected to legislations and is transparent. Such irresponsible
campaigns cause trade disruption,” he said. Mr Nath will also take up the issue
with Dutch minister for economic affairs M Vander Hoeven on Wednesday.

Both Mr Nath and Mr Vayrynen confirmed that issues like human rights and
environment have not been included in the proposed India-EU Free Trade and
Investment Agreement. “There are other platforms for subjects such as human
rights and environment. This agreement is confined to trade and investment,”

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/Policy/European_NGOs_spreading_false_info_...

| Politics/Nation | International Business

Other stories in this secti

'Reform programmes shoul
undermine basic rights’

What if hedge funds pick ni
road roller?

= Govt to extend workers' rigt
sector: Fernandes

= Govt eases ban on exports
rice

Govt to terminate purchase
policy from Mar 2008

India should continue exchs
policy: Paulson

Other News

= |nfosys restructures organis
structure

= Air passengers to get more
safety

=« What next to moderate cap
» Investors' wealth crosses R

Market
N¢

€CoNOMIGtimE
12 11 12 1 P
SENSEX 19243.17  472.
NIFTY 5702.30 133.
DJIA 13806.70 134,
NASDAQ 2804.19 53.
RS/$ 39.51 -0.l

Corporate Announcement
Uday Shankar named CEO ot
Star announced on Thursday
appointment of Uday Shankar
made Jagdish Kumar COO, S
Kumar.

27-10-2007



European NGOs spreading false info, Nath tells Finnish minister- Policy-Economy... pagina 2 van 2

Mr Nath said.
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India has managed to convince the EU to stick to the agreed framework of
restricting the agreement to trade, services and investment, despite pressure by
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