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No Swachh Bharat Without Caste Annihilation

by Dr Anand

Narendra Modi’s theatrics
seem unstoppable. Within the
last sx monthsthat hehasbeen
primeminister, he hasengaged
in too many of them but
achieved very little of the
acchhe din he promised the
people. On Teachers Day, he
cancelled the customary
holiday for schoolkids and

Teltumbde

made them come to schoal to
lisento himontelevison. On
Gandhi Jayanti he again
cancelled the commemoratory
national holiday and made
people wield jhadoos to
launch the Swvachh Bharat
Abhiyan.

Whilemost of histheatrics
evoked mild controversies,

this one, potentialy the most
controversial and problem-
ridden, seems to have gone
well with most people —
probably because Modi was
doing a Gandhi here; because
he anticipated some of the
skepticism and quashed it;
because the issue was too
important for the image of
India as a “great nation” to
Cregte controversies.

But beyond all this, the
mainreasonfor thesilencewas
the collectiveignorance of the
causality of unclean India
being rooted in the caste
culture and, more so, the need
for its eradication through the
annihilation of caste.

There is little doubt that
India stands out in the world
as a uniquely unclean
country. There is no officia
index of uncleanliness to
compare countries but few

may dispute that the ubiquity
of filth is aimost unique to
India. Uncleanliness is
uncritically attributed to
poverty.

Whether it is at the
individual level or at thelevel
of the country, poverty results
inthelack of basic sanitation
infrastructure and operating
wherewithal to maintain
cleanliness. Since India has
widespread poverty, its filth
isdso tacitly linked with it.

But this association does
not hold. There are poorer
countries than India but, in
terms of cleanliness, they till
look better than her. It is
commonplace in India to
observe people defecating al
around publictoiletswherever
they exist. Cleanlinessismore
of a cultural matter than
poverty.

continued on pg 4
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Savarna: But she published one paper more than

Savarna
Dalit: “ Sir, that lady, the savarnaone, sheisgetting
more salary than me but | got more education than

her. | got more experience. Sir thisis casteism”

|ncrease in Relief for Dalits

The Centre’'smovetoincrease
monetary compensationtothe
family of murdered Dalits up
to Rs.7.50 lakh would grestly
help in rehabilitation, said A.
Kadir, Executive Director,
Evidence, anon-governmenta
organi sation.

He said the government
should implement
amendments to the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989, without further delay.
The amended Act would not
only prevent atrocitiesagainst
Dalitsbut aso discouragelaw
offenders asloose-endsin the
law would be tightened, he
said.

Mr. Kadir said the Union
Ministry of Socid Justice and

Empowerment had made many
changesinrelief disbursal. The
relief for sexual assault on a
Ddlit womanwould beRs.1.80
lakh against Rs.90,000 given
earlier. Fifty per cent of itwould
be paid after the medical
examination of the victim and
the rest after the conclusion of
trial.

For denial of customary
right of passage, the victim
shall get acompensation of up
to Rs.3.75 lakh or full cost of
restoration of right of passage
and compensation for theloss
suffered. Uponfiling of charge
sheet, 50 per cent of
compensation would be
released and thebalancegiven

Dalit VotesDecigve in Ddhi Elections

With an estimated 22 lakh
scheduled caste population in
Dédhi, their votes will play a
decisive role in the assembly
elections. In 2013, the
community had helped the
AamAadmi Party increaseits
vote share, giving it nine out
of 12 reserved seats. This
election, BJP has set itsfocus
on this crucia vote share and
hasdrawn up aneaborateplan
to break away one of AAP's
core support base.

Over the years, the vote
sharehasshifted from Congress
to BSPto AAP. BJP has so far
failed to capture the mindspace
of this community. After
missing theopportunity toform
the government in Delhi by a
whisker, BJP is carefully
planning its strategy for the
upcoming polls. This time the
BJPisgoing all out to woo SC
votes. From organizing specia
meetings in areas with high
percentage of SC voters to
including Dr B R Ambedkar’s

photograph in its posters, the
party istryingtomakeadentin
AAP's vote-bank.

North West Delhi MPUdit
Ra, who had joined the BJP
just before Lok Sabha
elections, organized a Maha
rally of SC community on
December 8. Rqg, the party’s
SC face in the city, says the
rally will beattended by senior
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BJPleaderswheremembersof

the community will discuss a

widerangeof issues, including
demand for reservation in

government jobs. “This is a
longstanding demand of the
community and it must be
addressed immediately. With
BJP government at the Centre,
the community is confident
that things will move in the
right direction,” said Rg.

AAP sources say that to
wean away the SC support from
it, BJP needs to have some
crediblefunctionaries. Udit Rg
is the party’s only Ddlit face
except that heisaJatav who is
apractising Buddhist.

“As per the latest census,
thereare about 11.5 lakh Jetavs
in Delhi but very few of them
areBuddhigs. Out of the12 SC
seetsin Ddhi, AAPwonninein
thelast dectionwhileBJPwon
two. Of these, the Gokul puri seet
is contentious since the BJP
candidate has been accused of
contesting fromtheresarved seet
with a fake caste certificate.
EvenhereBJPgoofed up,” said
asenior AAPmember.

Courtesy: Economic Times

on convictioninalower court.

UN Agencies Working Together
for Dalit, Adivas |ssues

Convened by the United
Nations Devel opment
Programme, sSix UN agencies
including IFAD, ILO,
UNFPA, UNICEF and UN
Women are working together
to help acceerateinclusion of
Ddlit and Adivas issues and
accesstorightsinnationa and
state policy and planning
processes.

The team has been formed
in recognition of the key role
fighting exclusion and
margindisation of Dalits and
Adivasis plays in reaching
deve opment god sand accessto
key rightsfor alarge proportion
of the populationin India

They write on the
www.in.one.un.org website,
“Targeting interventionsto the
most disadvantaged improves
lives and addresses multi-
dimensional poverty,” and

“The United Nations in India
is committed to support the
Government of India’s efforts
towards greater inclusion of
the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in the
development process.”
Among other initiatives,
the team has launched a
campaign to end manual
scavenging including the
production of abriefing leaflet
onmanua scavenging entitled
Breaking Free: Rehabilitating
Manual Scavengers and photo
essays and videos to create
awareness and engagement.
The many UN agencies
present voiced a strong
commitment to working jointly
and with civil society,
Government and the corporate
sector to ensure proper
rehabilitation of manual

scavengers.

India Criticized for Blocking Dalit Solidarity Networ k

The United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the exercise of
the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of as-
sociation Mr. Maina Kiai
noted that reprisals are an
area of the gravest concern
and that statesrepeatedly tar-
get organisations, thus ob-
structing legitimate civil so-
ciety participation. He high-
lighted the example of the
politicized NGO Committee,
which recommends UN con-
sultative statusto NGOs, de-
liberately and arbitrarily de-
ferring the application of In-
ternational Dalit Solidarity
Network (ISDN).

“Since 2008, this NGO
that focuses on caste-based
discrimination has received
64 written questionsfromthe
Committee, all raised by
India. It is now the longest
pending application before
the NGO Committee,”

MainaKia said.

Many States speaking at
the UN General Assembly
noted concern that the NGO
committee, meant to ensure
inclusion of civil society at
the UN, isacting inamanner
contrary to its purpose and
the ECOSOC resolution.

Norway specifically
highlighted in its statement,
“The continued deferral for
seven years of the
International Dalit Solidarity
Network’s application for
accreditation as an NGO
withthe UN ... isinour view
unacceptable and the
situation should berectified.”

Maina Kiai suggested a
reform of the NGO
Committee to ensure that
unjustified blocks of
legitimate human rights
organisations such as IDSN
do not occur.

The United States
representative stated that the
US, “Strongly support the

Specia Raﬁporteurs call for
reform of the Committee on
NGOs to prevent Member
States from blocking
accreditation applications by
posing perpetual questions
and bl ockin? consensus.”
Meanwhile Russia, Ching
and Bahrain were critical in
their response and Russia
asked that the issues be
resolved through* constructive
cooperation with
governments’ assome NGOs
have a*“ negative impact”.
Other areas of grave
concern noted by Maina Kai
included reprisals against
human rights defenders
participatingin UN eventsand
processes, thelack of adequate)
funding for the work of the
Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) and the
increasingly shrinking space
for civil society nationally and
internationaly.
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Mudim-Dalit Social
Coaoalition on the Cards

Inan attempt toforgeaMudim
and Dalit socid codlitioninthe
Maharashtra, where the
communities together account
for over 24% of the population,
theAll IndiaMglis-E-Ittehadul
Mudimeen (AIMIM) hastaken
up the cause of therecent Dalit
killings at Javkheda Khalsa.
AIMIM chief and Lok Sabha
MP from Hyderabad,
Asaduddin Owaisi, recently
visited the village in
Ahmednagar.

Alleging that thepolicehad
faledtotrack downthekillers,
the party demanded transfer of
the case to the CBI and fast-
tracking of the trial. In
October, Sanjay Jadhav, wife
Jayashree and son Sunil were
murdered and their body parts
were recovered from awell.

Indicating amassive anger
against “secular” parties like
the Congress, two AIMIM
nominees were elected to the
Maharashtra assembly from
Muslim-dominated seats.
However, out of its 24
candidates, some were Dalits,
andtheparty supported former
minister Gangadhar Gade
from Aurangabad West. Gade
isaproduct of the* Namantar’
movement, which had caled
for the Marathawada
university to be named after
Ddlit icon Dr Ambedkar.

“It is sad that even three
weeks later (the police) do not

have anything on hand,” said
AIMIM legislator from
Aurangabad Central Imtiaz
Jaled. “The (culprits) are not
organised criminals. Thiswasa
smadl villagewherethemurders
took place and the bodies were
cut into pieces,” he said.

Sressngtheneed for aCBI
probe, Jaled lamented that the
special task force (STF)
announced by the Governor
was yet to be formed.

“The Ambedkarite
movement isalmost rudderless.
Thereisalack of unity... leaders
have failed to rise to the
occasion,” said Gade, who was
part of the Ddit Panthers, adding
that in contrast, theAIMIM was
a strong organisation with
resources. “Dalits fed close to
him (Owais) and think that he
has a broad line beyond caste
and religion.”

Thisisnot thefirst timethat
a Dalit-Mudlim coalition has
been attempted. In the 1980s,
Dditsand Mudimsformedthe
Dalit Muslim Suraksha
Mahasangh. Recently, the
Bahujan Mukti Party supported
by Waman Meshram’s All
IndiaBackward (SC, ST, OBC)
and Minority Communities
Employees’ Federation
(BAMCEF) faction, had tried
to field German Bakery blasts
accused Mirza Himayat Beg
from Aurangabad in the Lok
Sabhapolls. Courtesy: DNA

Dalits Poorer Than Mudims

DNAIndia reports that, “ Over
44.8% of ST and 33.8% of SC
populationsinrura Indiawere
below poverty linein 2011-12
as againgt 30.8% of Mudims.
In urban areas, 27.3% of ST
and 21.8% of SC were poor,
whereas  economically
backward Muslims stood at
26.5%. Even decline in
poverty among rural ST
population was the dowest.”

TheDNA report sbased on
the findings of the Prof
Amitabh Kundu report which
was submitted to the Union
Ministry of Minority Affairsin
October. Dalitscomprise 24.4
percent (16.6 % SC, 8.6% ST)
of India’s population, while
Muslims constitute 14%, as
per the 2011 census.

The difference in monthly
average per capitaexpenditure
(MPCE at the congtant price),
another indicator of social
well-being, also shows that
STs are no better than the
Mudlims.

“The ST Hindus are at the
bottom of the ladder in rura
aress, followed by SC andthen
by the Muslims, unchanged
over the past two decades. In
urbanareas, Mudimsfigurein
the bottom and then comesthe
SC/ST population”, the paper
said quoting the Kundu report.

Quoting PL Punia, an ex-
IAS and former MP and
chairman of National
Commission of Schedule
Caste and Tribes, the paper
dsosad“Dalit scholarsblame
the situation on flawed
policies, reservation, and

failed Dalit leadership. The
poor Dalits have no other
option but to study in
government schools which
doesn't take them anywhere.
Thegovernment must scaleup
its efforts to improve
education.”

According to Prof PG
Jogdand, socia scientist and
dean faculty of arts, Mumbai
University, it's the creamy
layer that hasbeenenjoyingdl
the benefits of reservation
since generations. “Hence,
despite significant
improvementsin the past few
decades, the disparity in the
community isrisng, whichis
aaming.”

He also underlined the
need of more income-
generating efforts, especialy
in rural areas. “ Government
must start awarding projectsin
the rura areas to only those
who have never got the benefit
of reservation,” says Prof
Jogdand who backsarevision
in reservation policy that
sSeves out people on the basis
of number of family members
aready availed the benefits.

While Ambedkarites like
Dr Tushar Jagtap and Jogdand
fedl that the so-called Dalits
leadersin Indiadon’t actually
represent the community and
they hardly did anything for
their people, Ddit leadersdeny
the charge.

Punia claims, “Dalit
leaders are doing their best.
But definitely, best is not
enough,” says the newspaper

report.

Spurtin Vlolence agamst Dalitsin Bihar

According to a report in the
Indian Express, there has
been a remarkable spurt in
violent crimes against Dalit
communities in Bihar this
year.

“Fingersarebeing pointed
at state Chief Minister Jeetan
Ram Manjhi, himself a
Mahadalit, for lack of aproper
response but observers see
reasons beyond inept running
of the police machinery.”

“A state with a dark
history of oppression of its
lowest-caste poor may be
seeing afragmentation of the
“socia codition” of Dalits
and upper castesafter the split
inthegoverningNDA inJune
2013", the paper said.

Accordingtothepublication,
the rising crime numbers
since January last year have
been brought in sharp focus
by three big anti-Dalit
incidents.

These incidents include
the rape of six Dalit women
and minors in Bhojpur
earlier this month; over 150

inGayabeingforcedtoleave
their village after clashes
with dominant upper castes
in September- end; and
Manjhi’s highly publicised
accusation that aMadhubani
templewascleansed after his
vigt, the paper said.

Bihar Human Right
Commission member and
former state police chief
Neelmani is quoted as
saying: “Police responses
have been prompt but issues
of socia disharmony needto
be addressed.”

"That aMahadaitisCM
is a great sign of
empowerment but social
disharmony is continuous
work.”

Orissa Dalits
Denied Judice

Poor implementation of the
Scheduled Castesand Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act 1989 deprived a
majority of atrocity victims
of free and fair trial in the
State, according to Dalit
Adhikar Sangathan (DAS),
an Odisha-based
organisation.

An analysis by DAS, on
the basis of information
compiled through the
exercise of the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, says
that although charge-sheets
were filed in more than 100
casesinfour districtsof Puri,
Jagatsinghpur, Keonjhar and
Ganjam, not a single ended
in conviction between 2010
and 2013.

“In a three year period
between 2010 and 2013, 44
people in Puri district were
acquitted while therewasno
conviction under Scheduled
Castes and Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989.

It shows poor
implementation of the Act,”
charged Jugal Kishore
Ranjit, State coordinator of
DAS.

Similarly, not a single
person was charge-sheeted
within 30 daysinsix districts
such as Puri, Balasore,
Gajapati, Nabarangpur,
Keonjhar and Ganjam
between 2010 and 2013.

Also 684 cases were
pending for investigation by
the state police.

None of the district
collectors had sent any
proposals for the
rehabilitation of the families
of death victims and
therefore none of the next of
kin of the deceased in Odisha
were rehabilitated, the DAS
coordinator said.

The Dalit Adhikar
Sangathan (DAS) demanded
the appointment of a high
level committeeto review the
implementation of theAct in
the state.

It also demanded that the
government of Odishaassess
the realisation of the Acts
objectives and take
appropriate action for
effective implementation of
the Act.

HRLN Welcomes
Supreme Court Decision

The Human RightsLaw Net-
work (HRLN) haswelcomed
the Supreme Court Decision
to grant bail to Soni Sori, an
adivas teacher and to Linga
Kododopi.

The Supreme Court
granted them permanent bail,
saying she could visit her
hometown Dantewada. Sori
was arrested in October 2011
on charges of helping the
Maoists get ‘protection
money' from stedl giant Essar.

"Giving electric shocks,
stripping me naked, shoving
donesinsde me- isthisgoing
tosolvetheNaxd problem,” she

had once asked in aletter to the
Supreme Court. Human rights
activigs ingsted that Sori was
jaled for questioning violations
of law by the policeand security
forcesinthe date,
"Chhattisgarh has an un-
written set of rules about how
an adivas should behave. You
don't organise, you don't agjitate,
you don't protest against human
rightsviolations, you don't pro-
test againgt the state, and you
certainly don't protest against
industrial houses that are in
Bastar to usher intheindustrial
revolution," says, Himanshu
Kumar, asocid activist

Dalits'Created' by Invaders
Says RSS

Initsrenewed impetustowoo
Dalits, various other castes
and sub-castes, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
hasembarked on anambitious
exercise to re-write history.

Emboldened by the BJP's
success in the Lok Sabha
elections, the RSS has
intensified its efforts to find
and validateacommon Hindu
thread to unify all groups
under one Hindu identity.

Three top RSS leaders
have sought to attribute the
genesis of Dalits, tribals and
many other groups to
“Muslim invasion” in
medieval times.

They articulated these
views in their forewords to
three books, authored by BJP
spokesman Vijay Sonkar
Shastri and released by RSS

chief Mohan Bhagwat
recentty —  “Hindu
Charmakar Jati”, “Hindu

Khatik Jati” and “Hindu
Valmiki Jati”. The Sangh
leaders claimed that these
castes had come into
existence due to atrocities by
foreign invaders and did not
exisinHindureligionearlier.

According to Bhaiyyagji
Joshi, No.2in RSShierarchy,
‘shudras’ were never
untouchables in Hindu
scriptures. ‘ Idamic atrocities
during the medieval age
resulted in the emergence of
untouchables, Dalits and
Indian Mudims.

Joshi further elaborated,
“Toviolate Hindu swabhiman

(dignity) of Chanwarvanshiya
Kshatriyas, foreign invaders
fromArab, Mudimrulersand
beef-eaters, forced themtodo
abominableworkslikekilling
cows, skinning them and
throwing their carcasses in
deserted places.”

"Foreign invaders thus
created a caste of charma-
karma (dealing with skin) by
giving such works as
punishment to proud Hindu
prisoners.”

Another RSS functionary,
Suresh Soni, echoed thesame:
“Dalits had their genesis
during Turks, Muslims and
Mughd eras. Today's castes
like Valmikis, Sudarshan,
Majhabi Sikhs and their 624
sub-castescameinto being as
a result of atrocities against
Brahmins and Kshatriyas
during Medieva or Islamic
age,” hewrote.

It was a vocation adopted
by Hindus to defend their
religion.”

An overarching Hindu
identity beyond any castes or
sub-castesisan objectivethat
the RSS has been striving for
decades, despite being
projected as an upper caste
outfit.

The BJP itsalf, under the
stewardship of Narendra
Modi and Amit Shah, has
been actively reaching out to
Dadlitsand OBCs.

The Sangh’s latest move
looks set to re-ignite adebate
on history and historians.-

Source: Hindustan Times
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Thelatest datareleased by the
National Crime Records Bu-
reau (NCRB) on Prison Sta-
tistics Indiafor the year 2013
has thrown up a shocking sta-
tistic, reflective of how
casteism and bias are still an
integral part of the Indian psy-
che.

They show that the per-
centage of inmates from three
minority communitiesinIndia
-- Dalits, Muslims and the
adivasis -- is disproportion-
ately higher than their total
population and make up more
than half the prison population
in the country.

According to the 2013
Census, there were 4.2 lakh
people in Indian prisons. Al-
most 20 percent of them were
Muslims athough according
to the Census 2001 percentage

Half of Prisonersin India
are Dalits, Musimsand Tribals

share of Muslims in India's
populationwasmerely 13 per-
cent. And it isjust not for the
Mudlims.

Accordingtothe Censusof
2011, Ddlitsconstitute 22 per-
cent of al prisoners athough
they make up around 17 per-
cent of Indiastota population,
The Times of India report
added.

That'snotit. A New Indian
Expressreport said Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribes
(SC/ST) make up an approxi-
mate of 25.2 percent of theln-
dian population according to
the Census of 2011 but their
share in India prisons stands
at 33.3 percent.

Times of India quoted ex-
pertsassaying thesituationwas
brought about by exploitation
and police apathy towards the

minority community. Usualy
reeling under socia and eco-
nomic problems, people from
these communitieshardly have
much to back themselves up
with, experts said and added
that sometimes they are "un-
ableto fight costly cases or of-
ten even pay for their bail.”

TheNCRB datadso showed
that Rgjasthan prisons had the
most number of dalit inmates
whichwasfollowed by Gujarat.
According to a report in India
Today, amgjority of prisonersin
Gujarat jalsare Ddlits.

Of dl convicts, 32.9 percent
are Ddits, a community which
the article notes forms 6.7 per-
cent of Gujarat's entire popula-
tion. Whichif trandated in Sm-
pler terms means that the pro-
portion of Dalit prisonersin the
dateis4.9timesthantheir share)
in the state's population. The)
kewed raioisadigurbing trend,
and has been the case for dmogt
15years Courtesy: HrsPost.com

L atest Dalit News

Read the latest Dalit News, Arti-
cles, Specia Reportsand more at
our website: www.dalitcry.org

How safe are Dalit familiesin

Ahmednagar?

The recent murder of a dalit
family in Ahmednagar district
has once again thrown a spot-
light ontheincreasing violence
against the community in
Maharashtra.

In a gruesome incident
similar to the Khairlanji kill-
ings, three members of afam-
ily werekilled, oneof them de-
capitated, before being thrown
into a dry well in the
Jawakhede Khasa village of
Ahmednagar digtrict on Octo-
ber 21.

Growing atrocities against
dditsisnot something new in
the digtrict. Just four months
ago, induly, al7-year-old dalit
boy Nitin R. Aage was killed
in Khardavillage of Jamkhed
tehsil for allegedly having a
loveaffair with an upper-caste
girl. Also, a year-and-a-half
ago, three dalit youth from
Sonai village of Nevasatown
of Ahmednagar were mur-
dered.

Sixty-eight years after In-
dependence, atrocities in the
nameof caste, ftill continueto
take place in the country.

Talking about the increas-
ing atrocities against dditsin
Ahmednagar, senior journaist
Sudhir Lankesays, “Incidents
of dalit murders have mostly
taken place in south
Ahmednagar, which is adja
cent to the (upper caste)
Marathwadaregion. Casteism
is a challenge in south
Ahmednagar whichisstill sen-
Stive and not so developed in
terms of education.” While
Buddhist and neo-Buddhists
aremoreawareof their rights,
thisis not the case with other
dalit communities, Lanke
added.

In the early 1950s, Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar initiated
hispaliticsthrough the Repub-

lican Party of India. But today,
with the divison of RPI into
variousgroupsled by personal
ambitions and egos of leaders
like Joginder Kawade, R S
Gaval, Ramdas Athavale and
Ambedkar'sgrandson Prakash
Ambedkar, the dalit commu-
nitieshave noforceand leader
backing them.

Kund Shirsathe, amember
of Maharashtra
Andhashraddha Nirmoolan
Samiti (MANS) sad, “ Around
69 cases of atrocities have
been registered so far in this
year. The upper caste commu-
nities are not ready to accept
the changing socio-economic
situation, while no efforts are
being made to deliver justice
todaitsimmediately. After the
Sonal dalit murders, former
Home Minister RR Patil had
assured that the casewould be
taken up in a Mumbai court
and justicewould beddivered
withinoneyear. Butit hasbeen
two years since the incident,
and the case is ill underway
inaSrirampur court.”

On October 26,
Maharashtra Governor
Vidyasagar Rao asked the State
DGP, Sanjeev Dayal to gppoint
a Specia Task Force (STF) to
probe the brutal killings in
Jawakhede Khalsa village.
MaharashtraCongress Pradesh
President Manikrao Thakrevis-
ited Jawakhede Khdsavillage
in Pathardi Tluka. Republican
Party of India(A) president and
Rajya Sabha MP Ramdas
Athavalehad vistedthevillage
after theincident. Hisvisit was
followed by the visit of the di-
rector of National Commission
for Scheduled Castes.

However, it hasbeen more
than aweek, with the culprits
still at largeand no answerson
the motive behind the murder.

Smell Of
Untouchability

by Basudev Sunani

It isjust as well that | got
to know your blindness
fromthe very start.

Simply because my feet
touched the ground you
are seeking to purify it,
sprinkling holy cowdung
water.

Had | requested your
house on rent you would
have been enraged and
drivenmeout likea pariah
dog.

Perhaps you do not know
that the land your house
standsonissurrounded by
air suffused with my dirty
breath.

The bricks of your house
have been made from clay
from the river bed where
my humble hut stands,
moulded by the supple
hands of men whom you
have discarded, calling
them untouchable.

Now you have moved into
your beautiful house you
preach that untouchables
arenot human beings, that
they are worse than ani-
mals, to be despised.

Dear dir, if you have the
moral courage, strip open
the walls and look at the
rubble and see, how each
atom of brick and sand
bears the sweet smell of

untouchabiity.

CM’s School has Dalit Cook,

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah did his early
schooling here. But it mattered
little to the little girl at the
Higher Primary School in
Kupegaavillage, 35 km from
Mysuru, who refused to eat
while other children had their
mid-day meal asher best friend
had not come to school that
day. The girl was a Scheduled
Caste and her friend, a
Vokkaliga.

For nearly two monthsnow
theVokkaigasfromthevillage
have not been sending their
childrento school becauseone
of the three cooks making the
mid-day meal is a Dalit
woman.

What is worse, the School
Development Management
Committee (SDMC)

Vokkaligas keep Kids away

chairman, Puttaswamy
Gowda, himself stopped
sending his son to the school
and only relented after being
pulled up by higher officias.

Just becauseaDadlit woman
was appointed a cook here,
Vokkaliga children are not
coming to school anymore,”
said a Dalit member of the
SDMC, Manjunath.

Healso added, “ Thisisnot
the only discrimination we
face."

"Dadlits are not alowed to
enter villagetemplesand after
we entered one in September
with the hel p of the policeand
officials, it was abandoned by
the upper castes. We are not
served food in hotels, or
allowed to usethe community
hall either.”

Dalit Poet Browbeaten at
Sahitya Akademi Event

On 16 November 2014, during
the National Book Week, aspart
of the Sahitya Akademi’s Book
Exhibition in Nagercoil, where
I live, | was invited to spesk on
thetopic, “My Poetry and 1”. As
| have great respect for the
SahityaAkademi, | acceptedthe
invitation and attended the event.
During the introductory speech,
the respectable Isaac Samuel
Nayagam, who teaches at the
Department of Tamil, Scott
Christian College, Nagercaoil,
introduced me thus: “In the
tradition of Kannadasan, Mu.
Mehta, Vairamuthu, and others,
themagical poet N.D. Ragjkumar
would now spesk before you.”
He then took his seat.

| began by saying: “The
respected Isaac Samuel
Nayagam introduced me as
being of the same tradition as
Kannadasan, Mu. Mehta and
Vairamuthu [al repected Tamil
poets, past and present]. | would
like to humbly suggest thet | do
not place myself in the same
literary tradition. | functionin a
radicaly different literary field.
| havenoopiniononther literary
work. Fine. Let me now begin
to speak on my topic.”

Immediately, five members
from the audience stood up and
shouted deeply hurtful
imprecations at me, humiliating
and silencing me. One of the
five, the advocate
Radhakrishnan, president of a

charitable organization named
after the late chief minister
Kamargar, as well as an ouitfit
called Sivaji Charitable
Organization, sood up and made
afig a me. Pointing his finger
a me in a threatening fashion,
heasked whether | would beable
to leave the hall safely after
having ‘insulted” Kannadasan.
The others with Radhakrishnan
also stood up and shouted
threats, not allowing me to
continue with my speech.

| didnot criticizeKannadasan
or evengpeek about him. | merdy
pointed out that | did not belong
to his tradition. | requested in a
cdm, soft voicethet | bedlowed
to spesk onthetopicgiventome.
Yet, they kept shouting threats &
me, cregting such a racket thet |
could not spesk. | turned to the
organizers and asked them to
provide me with the gppropriate
environment 01 could spesk. But
they, ignoringtherioters, cameup
on the stage, grabbed me and
forced meto St down.

It was shocking how the
Sahitya Akademi acted: they not
only refused to grant me the
respect they wouldgiveafanclub
presdent (like Radhakrishnan),
they weredsoouttohumiliateme.
Whiledl thisnuisasncewasgoing
on, the two writers on the Sage,
Lakshmi Manivannan and Nada.
Svakumar, expressad noconcern
onmy behdf.

-N.D. Rajkumar
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Dalit Bahujan Assertion On Red Soll

When the results of 2014
Jawaharlal Nehru University
Students’ Union (JINUSU)
election were announced, the
eection of candidates fielded by
theAll IndiaStudents Associgtion
(A1SA) todl thefour centrd pand
possmadetheheedlinesbut wheat
thenationd mediadidn’t say was
that dl four were Dditbahujans
and minority students.

It wasnot only thewinners
but aso the runners-up and a
large number of other
contenders, who came from
the lowest rungs of society.
Are the results of 2014
JNUSU election a
Ddlitbahujan assertionon*“red
soil”? After looking at the
recent trend of JNUSU
politics, one is persuaded to
cdl it just that.

Established in 1969, INU,
despite its clam to be based
on the idea of social justice,
remained for along period an
ingtitution dominated by upper
castesand classes. It wasonly
after years of sustained
struggle that JINU provided
reservations to Dalitbahujan
studentsand faculty. Sincethe
first JINUSU election in
November 1971, most of the
elected INUSU presidents
have been from the upper
Srata of society.

ThisDdlitbahujan assertion
may be traced back to the
implementation of Mandal
reservationintheearly 1990s.

by Abhay Kumar

But the mgjor change in the
socia composition of INUSU
leadership waswitnessed post-
Mandal II. With the
implementation of 27 per cent
reservation for OBCs in this
premier institution, the socia
demography began to shiftin
favour of Dalitbahujans.
Today, around 50% of JNU’s

students are from the non-
upper castes. If the other
deprived social groups,
minorities and women are
included, the upper castesand

classes will become a
minuscule minority. This
change in social demography
is seen as a major factor
influencing the results of last
three INUSU dlections (from
2012-14), in which all
presidents were from
marginalized communities.
Yet another proof of this
assertion is the growth of a
number of student
organisations founded on the
ideology of Phule, Periyar and
Ambedkar in post-Mandal 11
phase. Moreover, JNU has
been undergoing Dalitisation

of public culture. Over the
years, thetraditiondly strong left
sudent organisations of JNU,
which, until recently, ignored
Dditbahujanicons havenow no
hestationinwearingAmbedkar,
Periyar, BirsaMundaand Phule
on their deeve. The images,
symbols and icons of the
subdtern are dl over the place
onthe INU campus. Unlikethe
past, recent wall posters,
pamphlets and badges carrying
the slogans and images of
Ddlitbahujan heroes seem to
have outshone those of Marx,
Lenin, Trotsky, Sdinand Meo.
Another manifegtation of this
assertion is the inclusion of
subaltern agendas. The upper-
caste Marxists had contended for
along timethat any talk of caste
andresarvationwouldfracturethe
working-classsolidarity, but now
theideol oguesof | eft partieshave
nohestationinhavingtheir script
and speech emblazoned with
terms such as “socid judtice’,
“inclusion”, representation”,
“reservation”, “dignity” and
“annihilation of cagte’.
‘Wehaveto seehow far the
elected leadersareabletoraise
theissuesof deprived sections
said Chandrasen, a PhD
student and 2013 presidential
candidate for INUSU. While
this concern is one that
Dalitbahujan leaders must
heed, this should not stop us
fromwel coming the newfound
dynamism on the campus.

Dalits Succeed Despite Barriers

by Greg Johnson

In his new book,
“Defying The
Odds: The Rise
of Dalit
Entrepreneurs,”
Devesh Kapur,
director of the
Center for the
Advanced Study
of India in
Penn’s School of
Arts & Sciences, tells the
stories of 21 members of the
Dalit community who have
overcome societal and
economic barriersto become
successful, self-made
businessmen.

Grit, says Kapur, is a
common trait among the
businessmen, in company
with drive, hustle,
ambition—and some luck.

Many had parents who
worked backbreaking hours
in order to provide their
children with education, and
siblingswho took lessto give
one child more access to
opportunities and “pull up”
the entire family.

Kapur says the single
biggest socia hurdle in the
Dalit community, which
numbersaround 200 million,
is access to education.

Other obstacles include
class barriers that emanate
from living in an
impoverished area, such as
lack of access to credit.

Several of the
entrepreneurs began their
path to social mobility by
moving from rural India to
metropolitan areas with
better opportunities for
business.

All but one of the
entrepreneursfeatured inthe
book are men. Kapur says
Dalit women face the dual
impediments of caste and
gender discrimination.

Women do, however, play an
important role in supporting
the men: Wives sell their
jewelry and mothers
relinquish their savings in
order to provide start-up
capital.

He says that capitalism,
while not altogether good or
evil, is “a wrenching force”
that has disrupted the caste
system.

“[Capitalism] is not a
pleasant force,” hesays. “It's
very disruptive. But when
you have an entrenched
social system, only a
disruptive force will change
that system.”

Kapur argues that
although the socioeconomic
advantages of birth continue
to play alargerolein Indian
life, market forces have
further weakened caste by
making the marker for status
money and not birth.

“For Dalits,” they write,
“the odds have shifted from
the impossible to the
improbable.”

Theauthors concedethere
is no guarantee the
entrepreneurs will become
business tycoons.

“Nonetheless,” they
write, “they areamicrocosm
of large historical changes
that are underfoot in India
where adehumanizing socidl
system is slowly but surely
giving way.”

Source: Penn Current

continued from pg 1

The poor have to labour in
conditionsof filth. Aslandless
[abourersthey work in muddy
fields, as non-farm workers
working in consgtruction or in
extraction industries, they
labour in a still more mucky
and dusty environment. But
still they maintain afunctional
cleanliness. The poor
obviously cannot have
cleanliness identified with
riches but they innately know
the importance of functional
hygiene and cleanliness. One
can easily see this in the
homesteads of the poorest of
the poor in villages and tribal
hamlets. Even in urban dums,
thisislargdy true; despitemany
odds, the poor maintain a
functional cleanliness within
their hutments. The filth gets
basicaly produced in the civic
relmanditisdisproportionately
contributed by therich.

No Swachh Bharat Without Cagte Annihilation

What then explains the
uncleanliness of India? The
answer lies in Indian culture
which is nothing but caste
culture. Thiscultureexternalises
theresponghility of maintaining
cleanlinessto aparticular caste.
It stigmatises work as unclean
and workers as untouchables.
Although the crude form of
untouchability may not be
pervasively practised today, it
doesexist toasgnificant extent
as shown by an Action Aid
Survey of 50 villagesconducted
in 2000, and the survey in 2009
by the Ahmedabad-based
Navsarjan Trust and the Robert
F Kennedy Center for Justice
and Human Rights, which
covered Modi’s Gujarat.

More than untouchability,
a caste ethos is pervasively
reflected in the behaviour of
Indians. This ethos, which
effectively “casteises’ and

genders various tasks, perssts
despite the spread of education,
globdisation and urbanisation.
While the world over people
haveimbibeda® dvicsenss’ and
primarily bear therespongbility
to maintain cleanliness, only
secondarily relying upon
sanitary workers, inlndia, people
derive a sense of (upper-cadte)
superiority inlittering the place,
expecting it to bedeaned by the
lower-cagtescavenger. If asmadl
community of thesescavengers,
treated worse than shit and
exploited to the hilt, is vested
with the responsibility of
clearing the filth generated by
1,250 million people with
impunity, thecountry isdestined
to remain uncleen.

It follows that unless this
caste cultureis eradicated and
people themsalves internalise
the responsibility towards
cleanliness, no amount of

campaignsisgoing to succeed.
Surprisingly, there is no
mention of the ¢ word in
Modi’smission, which smacks
of theusual denia modeof the
elitethat castesnolonger exist
—they are anon-issue. It will
never occur to Modi that his
act of beginning the
cleanliness drive from the
Valmiki Colony actually
reinforced the association
between Valmikis and
scavenging. Gandhi had aso
paterndigticaly donethe same;
without spesking against castes,
he just displayed his
mahatmahood by living among
the Bhangisof Ddlhi.

The main mativation behind
this swachh Bharat campaign is
basically the supremacist
obsesson of the Bharatiya Janata
Party, which had mided it in the
past to declare that India was
shining in 2004 when 60% of its

population was defecating in the
open. Itisto Modi's credit thet he
has foregrounded this standing
shameand decided tocongruct 12
croretoilets. But even herehehad
adeght of hand, rlying mgorly
upon neo-liberd philanthropy, i e,
corporatesodid responghility. As
he skilfully sidetracked
government responsibility in
cregting sanitation infrastructure,
he has evaded it even in creding
operational jobs by invoking
Gandhiangpiritudity toask people
to put in voluntary labour of a
minimum two hours awesk. As
proposad, it is going to be one
more mega opportunity for
corporate invesment.

The biggest flaw of Modi’s
mission is that he has totally
missedthepointif heredly meant
busness. He mugt understand
that India cannot be swachh
without the caste ethos being
completely eradicated.



Dalit Cry

Nation

December 2014 5

Opposition Takes on Govt on
‘Move toBring Changesin
MNREGA Scheme

MNREGA Scheme

Oppositionin RgyaSabhahas
said that the government
seemsto betrying to wind up
the ambitious rural job
guarantee schemelaunched by
the UPA.

MovingaCallingAttention
Motion, D Raja (CPI) said,
“MNREGA enacted by UPA
government was part of the
common minimum
programme, which was
supported by Left parties.
Now, what the BJP-led
government is doing is that
they are weakening and
diluting the act. They are
givingindicationto say ‘ good-
bye to the scheme. Thisis a
serious Situation.”

The government has
reduced the budget alocation
under MNREGA for this
fisca, restricted the coverage
area to few districts and
changed the labour and
material ration under the
scheme— thereby diluting the
objectiveof thelaw, he added.

CPI and other members
urged the government not to
underminethelaw by bringing
these changes and encourage
“benami contractors and
corruption” under thescheme.

On an average, around 5
crore households, which is
closeto 29 per cent of thetotal
rura households, areprovided
employment under the scheme
every year.

Around 54 per cent of
MNREGA workers are
women and close to 40 per
cent are schedule caste and

schedule tribes.
The Act has ensured
considerable financial

inclusion with around 9.76
crore accounts of MNREGA
workers being in banks and
post offices.

Replying to the motion,
Rura Development Minister
Birender Singh, however, said
the MNREGA has achieved
significant results in the last
eight yearsand the continuous
endeavour of the government
is to "further streamline and
improve" implementation of
the scheme.

Satish Chandra Mishra
(BSP) said government is
diluting the scheme and
eventualy trying to wind up
for the benefit of corporates.

" Are you serious about
continuing the scheme?’ he
asked the government and
demanded increasing the
number of working daysfrom
thecurrent 100 daysto provide
socia security to poor people.

Nadimul Hague (AITC)
said the government is not

“abolishing” but reducing the
budget allocation for the
scheme. “15 of India's
leading economists have
opposed revising the
scheme,” he said.

Hesought to know why the
government wants to restrict
the coverage and bring down
thelabour-materid rationfrom
60:40 to 51:49.

Kanimozhi (DMK) said
that the minister’s reply does
not answer the concernsraised
by members.

She said that the
government should not tamper
the labour-materia ratio and
restricting coverage area will
hit states like Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra.

Kalpataru Das (BJD)
raised issues related to
provision of funds by the
Centretothestatesto meet the
demands of the scheme. He
also sought clarity on whether
the government intends to
make
schemeuniversal or restrict it
to backward districts.

K CTyagi (JD-U) said the
job employment guarantee
scheme was one of the good
things that has happened in
the recent years.

He said the focus of the
current government is more
towards the industria sector
and consequently less funds
are being provided for
MGNREGA.

Former Rurd Development
minister and Congress MP
Jairam Ramesh said that
recently several statements
including those by the
previous minister had crested
apprehensions about the
priorities of the government.

He said that an impression
had been formed that the
government wantstoimplement
the scheme in 2500 blocks and
asked what would be the
gtudionintheres of theblocks.

Sukhendu Sekhar Roy
(TMC) criticised the
government saying it had
effectively not increased the
amount for the scheme from
which the deprived benefited.

He also claimed that in the
PrimeMinister’shome state of
Guijarat, there is a district
where the job guarantee
scheme had not taken off.

CongressMP Bhalchandra
Mungekar raised questions as
to whether the government
intends to dismantle

MGNREGA. _
He said such a thing

(dismantlingMNREGA) would
be againgt the interests of rural,
poor, SC and ST sections.

the MGNREGA (

A recent attempt to revive
culinary segregation, reportedly
among thewell-fed denizensof
inditutionsof technical learning
is designed to control what
students eat on campus. In
response to the anguished plea
purportedly by some parents of
youngsterswho join l1Ts, [IMs
and medical schools acrossthe
country, theMinistry of Human
Resource  Development
(MHRD), hasthought fit to ask
these august institutions to
report asto what stepsthey are
taking to safeguard
Bharatiya sanskriti
(Indian culture).

The immediate
provocationiswhat the
complainants call the
propagation of #
Paschyatik sanskriti
(western  culture)
through the
introduction of eggs,
meat and fish into the
dietsof thestudents. We
know too well that “ meatarian
cuisines” are no western
imposition.

TheKodavas famedlovefor
pork (and rum), even at
weddings, may make the
Rakshaks shudder, but most
wedding guestsare happy esting
it. The Nairs and Chettiars;
Mangaloreans and Kurubas,
Nadars (Hindu and Christian)
and Gowdas, even the Gowd
Saraswats are no closet

Dictating the Culinary
Choices of Sudents

by Janaki Nair

‘meatarians. As K.S. Singh's
painstaking and meticulous
Peoples of India project reveds
“We are largely a drinking,
smoking and meat-eating
people.”

But it is the dangerous
ignorance of what happens, and
is supposed to happen, in
universities that is of more
interest here. For sometimenow,
feminists, among others, have
made efforts to point out that a
university is not, and cannot, be
afamily. Itisstructured precisdy

sly

to encourage critical thinking
about naturalised spacessuch as
the family, about such ascribed
categories such as caste and
religion.

There is much learning in
universities and ingtitutes of
higher education but, equally
important, there is much
unlearning too— of habits, of
atitudes, of stereotypesand of
prejudices— asstudentsof al
castes, tribes, regions,

languages and sexualities
mingle, intheprocesslearning
tolerance for others.

Tolerance is not just a
passive putting up with but an
active acceptance of, and
engagement with, difference.
This is why legions of
students, in different parts of
the country accept the
imposition of one regional
cuisneasaculinary limitation
of their messcooks, rather than
as a perpetration of violence
on their food cultures. They
redlize that new ingtitutiona
spaces fashion whole new
ways of being. So many
sudentsset asdetheir tastefor
mustard sauce, fermented fish,
coconut gravies, and
goat head curry until
- they can go home to
satisfy their taste buds.

There are clearly
many reasons to
& urgently educate the
petitioners, especially
since their ignorance
contradicts the other
current move to ensure
a requisite level of
patriotic pride in the
(largely imagined) ancient past
while striving to achieve globadl
rankings. Will institutions
capitulate to the new demand?
Will the petitionersnext demand
information about the food
habits of the teachers, and staff
and whether they are of asatvik
or atamasik quality? We don't
know yet, but if they do, it will
be an aggressive assault on
civilizational values, and not
their protection.

Currently there is a growing
problem  of  educated
unemployment. For many this
education is hard won and they
are not willing to settle for jobs
lower than a certain status. It
usually happens that in most
unequal societies high status
jobsarepartialy blocked by the
socid dite. Wherever theroleof
networking for employment’s
role in furthering socio-
economic inequality has been
researched, the relationship has
been seen to be pogtive. Inthis
invisible job market vacancies
are not advertised so they travel
internaly within certain socia
groupsand accesstothese socia
groups has been seen to be
directly linked tofamily income.

Before exploring this idea
| would like to clarify that the
extent to which this
contributes to the problem of
educated unemployment in
India is not yet known. And
this is no way an attempt to
take away from the
conversation on the need for
training in skill sets in
academic courses.

Recruiters operate under a
knowledge deficit because of
the thinness of information
availablethrough resumesand
interviewsand the consequent
ease of going wrong. When
candidates arrive through a
network of trust more is seen
asaccounted for. This process
is seen to yield candidates of
approximately the same
productivity asthrougha‘far’

process. This spares the

ItsNot What You Know but Who You K now

by Joyeeta Dey
organization the high cost of a
recruitment process.

There is aso the argument
that networking itself is an
important skill intheworkplace
and if someone has
demonstrated theability inthat
area it is only counted as a
strength by a recruiter - an
argument which may have
greater mora legitimacy now
withtheriseof moreegditarian
forums for professional
networking such as Linkedin.

The theory of weak ties
states that most jobs are
acquired through ones
acquaintances or ‘weak ties
(as opposed to family, close
friends who are ‘ strong ties'),
andthey incressewithincrease
in qualifications, showing that
networking isn’t merely about
privilege but also involves
agency. At the same much
empirical evidence shows the
need for a critical mass of
‘contacts' to gain areasonable
chanceat gaining employment.

Those ‘recommending’ the
aspirants are often seen to
experience an ego thrill out of
being beneficient which comes
allied with a sense of
achievement at being ableto do
this for someone.

In the fiercely competitive
race between approximate
equals, introducing an edge of
personal and previous
acquaintance leadsto enormous
gain given the extent to which
one's job contributes to one's
social standing. On the
converse sde, if thejob hunter

is currently unemployed there
is the shame and loss of
credibility that comes with it.
Another thing that aids this
process is the extreme
endorsement for this practice
that comes from nearly all
quarters along with the
smultaneousinvisibilization of
the process. That and the low
need to meet those who do not
benefit from this system keeps
guilt at bay. Unfortunately,
those who benefit from this
system do so so substantialy
that it becomes easy to forget
those out in the cold.

If wehavearareskill, or one
in highdemandintheeconomy,
(such as coding) or both, then
the need for thisisreduced and
thisprocesscan beavoided. At
the same time, even if one is
extremely principled, for those
born into families with rich
access to networks this
becomeshard to avoid assome
part of it isautomatic.

| think an instructive
examplecanbefoundinastory
from post apartheid South
Africa. Theearlier ghettoisation
had led to connections
developing between rich and
poor Blacks as they were
enclosedinthesameresidentia
aress. After gpartheid waslifted
it was seen that theemployment
rates in poor blacks
dramatically fell, asrich blacks
moved intowhiteareas. Some
kindsof networking, therefore,
do not further inequality but
how far doesit go to chalenge
its current structure?
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Cagte Discrimination, Child
L abour and the
Nobd Prize Winner

Child labour and caste
unfortunately continue to go
hand in hand in India. In
connection with the Nobel
Peace Prizebeing awarded to
one of India's chief
campaigners against child
labour, Mr. Kailash Satyarthi,
this issue has again been
raised ingloba mediaandin
expert statements. Activists
and NGOs have been
working for years on
combatting caste-based child
labour including theformsof
caste-based child prostitution,
Dalit children working in
agriculture, manual
scavenging and mining,
garment, carpet weaving and
construction industries.

However, as long as
ingrained discrimination and
stigma continue to be the
cause of extreme poverty and
lack of opportunitiesfor Ddit
families, finding aternative
routes for Dalit children to
engage in activities such as
education isproving difficult
to sustain.

Inthearticle* Poverty and
caste fueling child labour in
South Asia, in connection
with Mr. Satyarthi’s Nobel
peace prize win, Harvard
childlabour expert, Siddharth
Kara, commentsthat casteis
akey factor underlying child
labour in India. He saysthat,
“Every single child labourer
that 1 have documented
comes from a highly
impoverished family unit and
belongs to a low-caste or
minority community.” In her
statement, Stopping thesmall
hands of slavery, Human
Rights Watch South Asia

Director, Meenakshi Ganguly,
also points out that caste
discrimination is partly to
blamefor child labour inIndia,
asdiscrimination pushesmany
Ddlit children to drop out of
education.

Satyarthi himself reveals
that witnessing caste
discrimination as a child and
teenager in India were what
fuelled his engagement with
fighting for therights of those
who are abused and
marginaised. In a New York
Timesarticle herecounts how
he as a child experienced that
a Dalit child did not go to
school and was told that this
child's caste determined that
he would work as a cobbler.

Satyarthi also explainsthat
he, as a teenager, arranged a
dinner cooked by Dalits for
members of dominant castes.
He was infuriated when the
dominant castes boycotted the
dinner and subsequently
shunned Satyarthi’s family.
This incident in fact caused
him to change his then
dominant castesurnameto his
present Satyarthi, meaning
“seeker of truth”.

In his work on child labour
Stayarthi has inevitably
continued to championtherights
of Dalit children, asdothemany
activists and organisations in
South Asia working on the
nexus of caste discrimination
and childlabour. But aconcerted
and coordinated effort from dl
actors International, national,
government, multilateral,
industry and civil society must
be made in order to curb caste-
based child labour in India and
elsawhere.

What Happened to in-situ

TheVadodaraMunicipa Cor-
poration (VMC) has*cleared’
35,000 metres, or 3.5 hectares
(ha), of land in the Kalyan
Nagar area of the slums by
completely demolishing
nearly 1,900 houses, leaving
vulnerable residents, most of
them belonging to the minor-
ity and Dalit communities, to
ether liveinthe openor goto
their relatives, leaving their
goodsinthedebris. Thedemo-
lition drive, which continued
for threedaysin thethird week
of November 2014, was un-
dertaken without any officia

Rehabilitation Policy?
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intimation to individua resi-
dents, who lived there for the
last 35-40 years. The Sum-
dwellersweretold anight be-
forethat the demolitionwould
takeplace, and that they should
either vacate the huge area or
their houses would be razed.
Earlier, the only notice given
to the resdents was through a
newspaper advertisement sev-
erd weeks ago.

Carried out in the name of
Vishwamitri riverfront devel-
opment on lines of the
Sabarmati riverfront develop-
ment, the Sum-dwellerslived

Decoding M odi’ s Broom-neseti

Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi’s
Swatchh
Bharat
Abhiyan
is surely
going to
have impact on our
environment, health and
education aswell.

India does not have a
culture of cleanliness because
it suffered from the notion of
indignity of labour for
millennia. Those who worked
and produced goods and
commodities, those who
cleaned and created an
environment of healthy living
were treated as unclean and
untouchables. Those who did
not produce, thosewho did not
cleantheir living environment
were treated as clean and
sacred people.

The clean and unclean
categorieswere congtructedin
the spiritual realm and later
legitimised as sociological
categories. The Indian
Brahminic sociology created
“purity’” and “pollution” as
sociadly valid categories and
Indian sociologists started
using concepts like “clean”
and “unclean” castes. What
they essentidly meant wasthat
castes that do not clean their
own living environment were
“clean” castesor communities,
and those casteswhich cleaned
their own living environment
and that of others were
“unclean” castes. This
sociological language was
derogatory and dehumanising.

During the 2014 election
debate, when PriyankaGandhi
used the term “neech
(rajneeti)”, Narendra Modi
understood it to mean “neech
jati” and he was of the view
that caste-based derogation
was part of the Indian
discourse. That debate is
history now. The point,
however, is that in Indian
sociological language, those

| ¥

by Kanchallaiah

who produce goods and
commodities or those who
work to keep the living
environment clean have come
to be known as “neech”
people. Having experienced
this socid stigma himsdlf, Mr
Modi launched an initiative
where everybody should
participate in keeping their
living environments clean.
Thiscertainly bringstheissue
of dignity of labour back into
our lives.

His recent “Shramev
Jayate’ dogan, which is like
the traditional saying of
“Satyamev Jayate” will aso
go along way in this process.
But industrialists should not
use this dogan to justify their
unfair hire-and-fire policy.
However, the dogan in itsalf
is good. The notion of satya
(truth) is subjective. But the
function of shramisobjective
and verifiable. That is why
teaching “Shram Gaurav”
(dignity of labour) in our
schools is most important to
inculcate respect for shram
(labour) among our future
generations.

Earlier Indian Prime
Ministers were keen to
Sankritise (in essence,
Brahminise) the state
apparatus by using al Hindu
mythological concepts. One
should be happy that Mr M odi
seemsto have started changing
that process. He is in a way
tryingto*“shudrarise” or “dalit-
ise” the state apparatus,
beginningwith Delhi. Onehas
towait and seehow far hewill
succeed.

This certainly poses a
challenge to the Rastriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and the
Hindu spiritua system with
which his party is deeply
connected. The Hindu caste
culture constructed a deep
disrespect for labour and
constructed enormous respect
for leisure. Hence, the higher
layers of the society live
“leisureaslife’ whilethelower
sectionslive “labour aslife’.

Unlesswe change the core
value of this caste-centred
living process, Swachh Bharat
will be adistant redlity.

No Congress Prime
Minister has dared to venture
into this areas because the
same BJP, RSS would have
accused them of tampering
with the traditions of Hindu
culture. Let us not forget that
MahatmaGandhi himsalf was
not their icon, leave done his
respect for “ Shram Sanskriti”.

Yet, today, many Congress
leaders sport avisible saffron
thread on their wrists. While
Mr Modi, quite curiously,
sports only a small black
thread. The younger
Congressmen’s display of
religion is vulgar. Why have
they given up the bold and
truly secular lifestyle of Nehru
who never used to go to any
temple and was, after Gandhi,
the most respected man?

Inany case, now Mr Modi
seems to be owning Gandhi
and we have to wait and see
how the RSS treats Gandhi in
future.

The problem with the
secularists and communists
was that they could not shake
anybody’s tradition, right or
wrong. They did not touch
socia reform areaat al. They
were always busy with
economic growth and
distribution. They never
understood that poverty isalso
acultura issue.

Till thisdeeply-entrenched
cultural malady is not
addressed serioudy, thestature
of the nation will not grow. If
we want to see Indiadevelop,
mere economic agendas are
not enough. People must work
for socia reform, attitudinal
change and Indian men
particularly need to change
their approach to cleanliness,
public space and labour.

If Mr Modi is able to
inspirethe nation and solvethe
problem of “unclean” India,
he'll truly bring in a cultura
revolution.

on three types of land — gov-
ernment owned, private, and
religious trust owned. Nearly
80 per cent those whose
houses were demolished are
Mudims, andtherest of the 20
per cent are Ddlits. Very few
dwellings were left intact, as
they had the “right political
connection”.

The demoalition took place
despite the Government of
Gujarat’spolicy declarationon
July 18, 2013, through agov-
ernment resolution (GR), that
dum-dwellers on public land
in urban areas would be pro-
vided with the facility of in-
situ rehabilitation, i.e. new
pucca houses, with basic
amenities having two rooms,
kitchen, bathroom and latrine,
would be built for them with
the help of private devel opers
at the same spot where they
lived in the dums. The policy
also states that the beneficiar-
ieswould beprovided “ atran-
sit accommodation”, till the
houses are constructed. This
has not happened either.

Lettersto Editor

Kindly mail your lettersto the editor to
info@dalitcry.org
Or
post themto Dalit Cry, C/o Oliver D'Souza, Si
Radha Apartments, Flat 201, Sector 9, MM Exten-
sion, Belgaum 590016 Karnataka

Whilethepolicy appliestodums
Stuated on public lands, the au-
thoritiescan, if they sowish, “no-
tify any areain an urban areaoc-
cupied by slum dwellers as a
dum areaand further asa‘dum
rehabilitation scheme’ for the
purpose of rehabilitation of that
slum, in exercise of powers
vested under section 3(1) and
section 56(1) of Gujarat Slum
Areas (Improvement, Clearance
and Rehabilitation) Act, 1973",
toquotefromthe GR. Thepoalicy,
apparently, remained on paper,
and the VMC officids, accom-
panied by cops and bulldozers,
cordoned the entire 35,000 sq
metres of area, and within three
days raze al the dwellings.
Congdered oneof thebiggest
razing drives conducted by the

civic body in the recent pag, its
declared aim was to clear the
spaceonwhichtheriverfront and
aroad are being planned. Before
the authorities demolished the
Kayan Nagar dums, they did a
similar thing in Kamati Baug
area by razing 325 dwellings.
The drive, the authorities
claimed, was dso part of their
flood mitigation efforts, asthese
were “low-lying areas’ and got
flooded “frequently”.
Whiletheauthoritiessaid that
the residents had been given a-
ternative housing, thereisno evi-
denceto suggest thisistrue. Not
only thenorm of rel ocating them
a the same site had been vio-
lated, but even their rehabilita-
tion was not provided.
-Counterview.org
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The CBI’s suicide theory
about the death of two Dalit
girlsfound hanged fromatree
may have been recently
revesaled to theworld, but the
murmurs had started in Katra
Sadatgunj village—thesiteof
the "gangrape and murder ”
case — when the local
edition of Hindi daily Dainik
Jagran, quoting sourcesinthe
agency, asked in a headline:
So did the two girls kill
themselves?

Ask the villagers, the
family of the two minor girls
whodied, theloca policewho
reached the scenefirgt, thekey
witness, the UP SIT that took
over thecase, thedoctorswho
conducted the post-mortem
and even the accused. The
answer across the board —
it sextremely unlikely.

Villagersquestioned some
of the key points that the CBI
hasused to prop up the suicide
angle: local police said the
sceneat thespot onMay 28did
not suggest suicide; amember
of theSIT sad they never heard
of any mobile phonerecording
that suggested intimacy
between the main accused and
one of the victims; a key
witness said hedid change his
statement but claimed that was
aminor variation; and doctors
sad their findings were not as
inaccurate as they were made
out to be.

Why CBI’sBadaun Suicide Sory Sucks

Yet, the most interesting
reaction to the CBI’s theory
hascomefrom Chhatrapa, the
constable who is one of the
accused in the case. He spent
three monthsin jail, isout on
bail, haslogt hisjob and stands
to gain the most from the
CBl’sreport.

But he still can’'t believe it
isacase of suicide.

Another villager, Veerpal,
whose fields are near the
mango tree and who was
among the first to go to the
home of the accused to search
for the girls, said he was
“shocked” at the suicide
theory. “Here, even if a twig
falls a night it seems like a
loud noise, how isiit that the
girlshoisted themselvesup the
treeand committed suicideand
noneof uswokeup?’ heasked.

Veerpal and two other
villagers, Vijay Singh and
Ram Saran, denied being
shown any mobile phone
recording by the girls' family
members as the CBI has
claimed initsreport.

However, they added, there
wasavideo recording that the
CBI played in the village “a
few days before Dhanteras’.

A member of the SIT
congtituted by UP Police told
The Indian Express, “I am
awarethat al statements have

been recorded by CBI but this
isone | am eagerly awaiting.
None of the people who we
questioned repeatedly made
suchaclaim (of therecording),
and it is largely these very
people who the CBI roped in,

on the basis of our
investigations.”
The SIT member added that

histeam“wasgartingtodevelop
the honour killing and possible
family dispute theories’, when
the CBI took over.

According to the SIT’s
investigations, the branches of
the mango treewerearound 8-
10ft high, and the * manner of
hanging” did not suggest
suicide, the officer said. “The
chappals of both the girlswas
neatly aligned by their bodies,
and there was no rock or
branch the girls would have
needed to hoist themsalvesup.
Two minors hanging like
that... we suspected a
homicide,” he said.

Awadesh Yadav, at 22 the
eldest of the three accused
brothers, said that it was* hard
to believe’ that his younger
brother would have driventhe
“girlsto suicide’.

Awadesh added that even
though “our reputation has
been damaged far beyond what
multiple lives can undo”, they
would get justiceonly whenthe

real culprits were found. “The
girls were wronged more than
us. We suspect their family had
adefiniteroleto play.”
Awadesh'sfather, Veerpd,
questioned the CBI’s theory.
“Pappu told us and the police
that he loved the girl, and she
also loved him. Before she
killed hersalf would she not
havetold himonce?” heasked.
Nazru, the witness,
acknowledged that he had
“made dight changes’ in his
statement to his family when
he saw thegirls. “| feared that
if | told them that | saw only
Pappu with the girls, they
would not believe me? So |
said | saw four other menwith
Pappu to make the story more
believable,” he admitted.
Scared of their reaction,
Nazruhad dsoinitidly toldthe
girls family that there were
robbers in the field, where he
had found Pappu and the el der
girl, and called for a search
party. “Nazru then told us that
hehad beentryingtotell usthat
the girls had gone with Pappu.
God knows why he lied,” the
father of the younger girl said.
Nazru said he usudly spent
most of the evenings at the
cousins homesbut added that
now his*“elder brothers’ have
asked him to “stay away” till
the truth comes out.

Oneof thethreedoctorswho
conducted the original post-
mortem in Badaun said
“contrary to what isbeing made
out”, their findings did not
suggest any externa injuries.
Thecauseof degthintheorigind
report was" asphyxiafrom ante-
mortem hanging” and the
doctors had said the “perinea
findings were suggestive of
rape’.

“Whether the hanging was
homicidal or suicidal isamatter
of investigation. We thought we
had genital findings which
indicated forced penetration but
we have been told forensic lab
reports have found no male
DNA. Let us see the closure
report beforewe comment,” the
doctor said.

Girls family members said
they would apped to the higher
courts if the CBI filed a report
suggesting suicide.” We are
being made to look like liars
whentherea accused havebeen
released. We have recounted the
incident so many times, we
forget minor things and people
paint them as discrepancies.”

Their younger brother said
the theory of suicide was
“laughable’. “If our girlshad to
kill themselves, why would they
do sointhedead of night at 2am
inthefidds?Why wouldn’t they
hang themselves in the privacy
of their home?’ Source: Indian
Express

Poverty, stigma, exclusion,
violence are terms that come
up during discussions on the
status of Dalits. Recently,
however, these have come to
better describe another com-
munity: Mudims. Excluson
from higher education, gov-
ernment jobs, violence and
normalised social disgust af-
fecting Indian Muslims has
generated enough scholarship.
The state has a'so recognised
their exclusion.

Both the Congress and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
clam to be concerned about
thewdfareof Mudimsaslong
asMudimsdo not claim their
rights as Mudims. Both par-
ties prefer them to be docile
recipients of their concern —
even the NarendraModi gov-
ernment may not stop the sub-
sdy for Ha. However, they
expect Muslims to not take
pride in their Muslimness, or
link their citizenship clamsto
Musdlimness, even as Hindus
have done so. Despite there
theoretically existing a * secu-
lar’ statesince 1950, Sanskritic
Hinduism hasimprinted itself
on the public sphere well be-
fore the Dinanath Batras and
Smriti Iranis cameto hold the
reins— in police stations and
government offices Hindu
symbols have dominated; a
statue of Manu adorns the
forefront of the Jaipur High
Court; new trains are flagged
off with the breaking of coco-
nuts, Brahmin priestsperform
bhumi pujas at dmost every
public-funded construction.
Why, for the success of there-
cent Mars mission, even the
ISRO chief K. Radhakrishnan
sought the blessings of the
Lord of Tirupati.

Itisinthiscontext that we

New Possibilities in Bahujan Politics

by Suryakant Waghmoreand S. Anand

need to seetherise of Malis-
e-lttehadul Mudimeen (MIM)
under Asaduddin Owaisi,
Member of Parliament, out-
side of the party’s home turf
inTelangana. Theparty fielded
24 candidates, including three
Dalits, in the recent
Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tions. Though many of them
were debutants, two of them
won, threefinished asrunners-
up, and eight candidates took
thethird place. In someplaces,
even the losing candidates
fared better than the National-
ist Congress Party/Congress
contestants, with M 1M polling
over hdf amillion votes. The
stated purpose of MIM, to
serveMudiminterestswithan
assertive Mudlim identity, is
being seen as reactionary, or
more precisaly anti-Hindu. 1t
seems so to most commenta-
tors, reportersand ‘ secularists
of even the Left. Was MIM’s
successin Maharashtra, which
it hopes to soon replicate in
Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and West
Bengal, based only on anti-
Hindu rhetoric?

Given the resurgence of
Hindutva, Mr. Owaisi and
MIM may not be anti-Hindu
but they surely perform pro-
Muslimness best, by under-
scoring the need for Mudlims
tovoteand electtheir truerep-
resentativethrough MIM. Mr.
Owais speaks of education,
poverty, and the arrestsfacing
Mudlims, and of the need for
themto claimtheir citizenship
dues under the rubric of the
Condtitution. For the secular-
ists who suggest we think of
all the poor asoneclass, MIM
appearstomirror theBJPona

smdler scalewithMudimsin
control. Not quite though.
MIM could well steal the
Bahujan Samg Party’s thun-
der, what with Mr. Owais a-
mogt talking the* Bahujan' lan-
guageof Kanshi Ramof 1990s
during the post-Babri, post-
Manda phase. After tasting
success in Maharashtra, Mr.
Owais was reported saying,
“We have succeeded in creat-
ing aplatform for the unity of
Mudimsand Dalitsand Other
Backward Classes across the
nation to raise their voices
against theinjusticethey have
beenfacing fromtheso-called
secular parties.”

“MIM could well stedl the
Bahujan Samg Party’s thun-
der, with Asaduddin Owaisi
amost talking the ‘Bahujan’
language of Kanshi Ram of
1990s’

InMaharashtra, MIM man-
aged to coin anew and inter-
esting dogan: ‘Ja Meem and
Jai Bheem'— Meem here
standing for Mudlim, with a
pun of courseon MIM. While
undermining the expediency
of Mayawati’s Ddlit-Brahmin
plank in 2007, thiscomesasa
refreshing contrast to the Shiv
Senapushinthe 1980sfor the
coming together of Shiv
Shakti and Bhim Shakti, that
isof Hindus and Dalits, when
thelatter, inthe post-Buddhist,
post-Republican Party of India
phase, had come to be wooed
by the ascendant Shiv Senain
the State. The growth of MIM
today is happening a a time
when we have reports of how
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh-BJP combine and its
variousarmsare‘ Hinduising’

the Dalits to engineer full-
fledged communal violence
between Hindusand Mudims.

Embedded in MIM’s rheto-
ricareMudim claimsfor socia
justice and citizenship. When-
ever ditelndiansseesocid jus-
tice and citizenship clams in-
terspersed with assertions of
identity, they are quick to label
such politica sentimentsasanti-
nationa . However, issuesof in-
equality and justice remain in-
tertwined with the question of
socia and religious identity.

Dalits may still be facing
considerable indignities, vio-
lence, exclusonand humiliation
had it not been for Ambedkar’s
politics of identity that created
possibilitiesof justiceand equal-
ity. If Ambedkar had not carved
the space for an independent
Dadlit politics, outside of the
Congress-Gandhi-Hindufoldin
pre-independence India, Dalits
would have gained none of the
rights and entitlementsthey en-
joy today.

This is not to undermine
Ambedkar’s other significant
contributions towards nation-
building. At the same time, we
need to seehisespousa of iden-
tity politicsasasignificant con-
tribution to the nation-building
process. After al, he saw India
as" congeriesof communities’;
the very existence of the hierar-
chical caste sysem madethisa
society of teeming minorities. It
isthe assertion of such multiple
and diverseidentities, and their
clams to judtice, that laid the
groundsfor substantia political
and socid equdlity.

Ambedkar, thus, has now
come to represent idess of lib-
erdtion, justice, and most impor-

tantly, hopein congtitutional de-
mocracy. This calls for a
purposive politics that discards
assimilation and celebrates plu-
rality of identities from the
standpoint of those in the mar-
gins. However, such resistance
toassmilationisgeneraly por-
trayed as anti-nationa by the
mainstream elites. When Arun
Shouriewrote afull volume on
Ambedkar’s ‘betraya’ of (the
Hindu) nation in his Worship-
ping False Gods (1997), hisar-
gument was no different from
what the Congressand the* pro-
nationalist’ press said of
Ambedkar in the 1930s.

Ambedkar, however, svam
againgt theassmilating currents
that threatened to sweep away
themargins. That iswhy hecon-
verted to Buddhism, dongwith
over hdf amillionfollowers. He
administered specific vows to
hisfollowerstodistinguishthem
from the Hindu mainstream.
The making of Dalits as a po-
litical community distinct from
Hindus— " apart apart” — was
thus an important part of the
Ddlit claimto equdity and citi-
zenship.

If excessive poverty per-
sists amongst Mudlims, cou-
pled with everyday discrimi-
nation, what issowrong about
framing Muslim identity as
one of excluson and staking
clam to socia justice? The
MIM may well be on the path
of ingtilling belief in the Con-
stitution and democracy
among Muslims despite their
excessive deprivations. If the
idea of Mudim-led Bahujan
plank swells, it can potentially
transformditist intoleranceto-
wards Muslims and moreim-
portantly ignite newer possi-
bilitiesin Bahujan politics.

Courtesy - The Hindu
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(Note: Thisartideisa spoof, a
imagination of the author. The
viewsare of the author and not
necessarily of Dalit Cry).

Inamovethat hastakennoone,
exceptthemos gullibleditizens,
by surprise the public sector
SaeBank of Indiachangedits
nametothe Seth Bank of India
The bank, which is India's
largest financid indtitution, said
inagtatement that therenaming
wasdonetobetter reflect thefact
that it is no longer the Indian
Sate but the Indian Seth who
decidesitspalicies.

“For a long time we have
been taking deposits from the
public and handing them over
to the rich anyway 0 the new
nameisquitegppropriate” sad
asenior bank officid. The Seth
Bank of India, hesaid, wasadso

planning to change its current

Spoof : Vedic Capitalism

dogan* A bank for thecommon
man’ to* A blank chegquefor the
conman’.

The theory behind such
banking practicesisthat giving
themoney deposited by thepoor
or the middle-classes to rich
corporations would lead to
economic growth. Thisin turn
would result ina“trickle down’
of corporateprofitsback tothose
whose hard earned money hed
been given away. Asked to
darify whether thekey termwas
‘trickl€’ or jugt plain ‘trick’ the
senior bank officid refused to
comment saying he was bound
by banking secrecy norms,
which prohihit telling the truth
to Indian ditizens.

The latest Seth to benefit from
the bank’s changed prioritiesis

by Satya Sagar

Gautam Adani of the Adani
Group which swung a USD1
billion loan for its controversa
cod mining projectinAugrdia
Thedecison to give such abig
loan to a company already
saddled with huge debtsand for
a venture headed for possble
falurewastakenafter Audrdian
Prime Minister Tony Abbot
promised to givethe Indian PM
Narendra Modi a big ‘hug’ in
front of mediacamerasfor being
such a sucker. Mr Adani had
hugged Mr Modi in private
edlier.

However, a ruling party
sookesmansadthedecisonwas
actualy in line with a new
concept caled ‘Vedic
Capitdism’, thought up by none
other thanMrModi himsdf. The

term apparently refers to an
economic system in which
things that belong to the Indian
Sate disappear and magicaly
gppear inthepocketsof anlndian
Seth

Mr Modi’s idea of ‘Vedic
Capitdism’ seemsto havebeen
ingoired by Hindu mythologica
tdestold by hisgrandmother and
cyddlised during histime asa
RSS pracharak in New York
couple of decades ago.

“NaMVo observed how US
dylecrony andcasnocapitdism
worked at dosequartersandwas
convinced that American
financid ‘wizards have solen
ideasfrom our ancient scriptures
where Gods made children
appear with no parentsinvolved
and rakshasas disappear

whenever they wanted” sad a
yoga guru close to the current
government. Vedic Cepitaism
wouldsmilarly involvemaking
bad debts appear and public
assets disappear with no one
taking responghility hesad.
The guru, with a reputation
of being as flexible with his
moras as with his body, aso
reveded that thelndian PM had
dravnupplanstorecover Indids
position in the globa economy
throughthepracticeof ‘financia
ogdl.
Thefirg asanatobepromoted
he said was twidting the arms of
al public sector banks into
followingtheexampleof theSeth
Bank of India. Unless these
institutions stretched their
imagination every morning and
compliedthey would beforcedto
doaspecid pranayamathat would
Sop their breathing dtogether.

Dalits, Musdims and Hindutva's
Social Engineering
by Aijaz Zaka Syed

The Dalits or low caste
Hindus have struggled onthe
margins of Indian society,
suffering in silence, for
thousands of years. Little has
changed for the Dalits in

The Muzaffarnagar riots last
year that drove thousands of
Mudimsfromtheir homesafter
their Jat neighbors, again a
community historically closeto
Mudlims, turned onthem were

terms of part of the
respect same‘socid
a n djs engineering’
societal SOCIAL process.

aooeptance, ENG"NEERING‘ Indeed,
CIVACENE The clever manipulation AU
VIRl of the natural human the peaking
SN tendency te trust. demordraion
D al i t ———, Of  the
partieslike Gujarat

the Bahujan Samaj Party.
Untouchability and
discrimination remainsafact
of life. Thesharp dividingline
that separatesthenoble, upper
caste Hindus from the Ddlits
remains as powerful as ever.

This shows itself from
time to time and at every
stage, including during
elections. Since the dawn of
the Mandal revolution and
rise of caste-inspired parties
like the BSP, Samajwadi
Party and Rashtriya Janata
Dd, they have largely voted
according to their sectarian
loydties.

This is why it is truly
extraordinary what Narendra
Modi and the Bharatiya
Janata Party have managed to
accomplish in the 2014
Elections and the subsequent
state polls. The social
engineering project that the
Parivar hasbeen meticuloudy
working on for decades
ddivered awindfal in 2014
when the Dalits and other
backward groups en masse
deserted the Congress, BSP
and SPto vote for Modi.

The Hindutva social
engineering got a huge boost
in Gujarat under Modi and
was put to use with deadly
efficacy in the 2002 pogrom.
Hindutva leaders and BJP
ministers may have
choreographed the Muslim
massacre, but it was mostly
the Dalits and other
marginalized groups, who
have historically shared good
relations with Mudlims, who
were used as the attack dogs
of Hindutva.

experiment. For the first time,
lower caste communities
which saw the BJP as a party
of therich, upper casteHindus,
voted for it in overwhelming
numbers.

Modi used the brazen
bloodletting of Muslims to
burnish the image of a tough,
Hindutva superhero with
working classroots who could
aso'ded’ withMudims, Ddlits
and backward classes found it
hard not to identify with him
and his message of a “strong,
clean, prosperous Indid’. With
anogrich-likeCongressintotd
meltdown and the rest of
opposition clueless, it wasn't
too difficult to connect with a
disenchanted, corruption-
weary Voter.

So much so Mayawati’s
BSP has been wiped out in
Uttar Pradesh and the BJP has
even captured Maharashtra
and Haryanaonitsown. More
important, themuch trumpeted
Muslim vote has been
rendered totally redundant and
irrelevant. BJP candidates
comfortably won even from
Muslim-concentrated
constituencies.

The Parivar has finally
managed to ‘unite’ the
extended Hindu family-
againgt the enemy. After long
yearsof indoctrination, brazen
lies and continuous hate
propaganda targeting
Mudims, not to mention the
ongoing canard of ‘lovejihad’,
large sectionsof theDditsand
backward communities have
turned against an already
demonized and marginalized
minority.

Caste Society: A Pan-Africanist View - by Tsungai Chipato

For thousands of years thanks
to our so called progression to
civilization; human beings
have been continuously
perfectingtheart of creatingthe
ultimate chattel of ethnic
groups or classes of people;
generationally trapping them
within a vicious cycle of
exploitation or mental-
subjugation.

Throughout that human
history, all these different
ethnicities or classes of people
have been behaviorally
changed or influenced toward
thefundamenta goasof being
under the beck and call of
disenfranchisement and neo-
colonidism.

Discrimination and its
different virulent strains of
prejudice has been the most
effective precept thus far;
throughout our globa history
capableof controlling different
ethnic groups of peoplewithin
a finite geographical space;
without having to resort to a
state of violence in the 21
Century.

This lone fundamental has
not yet changed even astheold
overt methods of
disenfranchising groups of
people has now fdlen to the
waysde; other more nuanced
and complex systems have
evolved globally, based on the
same old fundamental,
however, far more adept at

The dienation of Dalits and
other marginalized communities
not just means Mudims are | ft
totally friendless and without
alies; things could get even
worse now that their votes are
seen astotally worthless,

The sooner Muslims wake
up to the new political redities
of India the better for them. It
is time for the community to
urgently think of effectiveways
and means of ending their
isolation. They must closetheir
ranks and reach out to make
new friends and win alies.

Moreover, they must ask
themselves what has gone
wrong in their equation with
Ddlits and other communities
and what they could do to
mend fences. They aso need
to build bridges with other
minorities. Thisisnot possible
without sincereand bold steps.

masking the hidden agenda of
exploitation and neo-
colonidism.

The fundamentals of an
effective caste system relies on
the constant awareness of all
geographica locations, control
over the education pipeline,
adept artistry in manipulating
thereligioussystems, unfettered
power over bread and butter
economics, and influence over
culturd identity issues.

Pinpointing the ethnic
groupsthat aremost susceptible
to exploitation is usualy taken
care of by precursors to
government systemsvoluntarily
entering into unknown
geographical areas. In 2014
Somalia could be a good
exampleof uncharteredterritory
ready for exploration, from a
Western perspective.

Understanding the inherent
weaknesses and taboo issues of
any ethnic group is more
important andtellingthanredly
analyzing and delving into
every single aspect of their
existence. What the ethnic
group doesn't feel comfortable
about talking is probably where
it will hurt or sting the most if
onewasto attack or subject that
ethnic group to a barrage of
congtant scrutiny.

Targeting certain
geographical choke points
where you can control the
movements of your future
colonized-group will help you
begintoinitiatebillsand acts of
psychologica legidation that
imbues within that specific
ethnic group, a sense of
worthlessnessand fear; without
necessarily affecting other
groups within your nation.

In effect the legislature
begins to create a legal-virus
that can attack a specific ethnic
groupwithnomercy, andisaso
equipped with the capability of
easily adapting againgt any of
the chosen methods of fighting
agang it, just aslong asiit is
dedicated to devastating that
specific ethnic group.

Encouraging your
colonized-group to despise
other ethnicitieswill forcetheir
own day to day interaction and
socia worth to become insular
in philosophy and inadvertently
they will, during the course of
time, become very quick to

reject new ideas and sow on
initiating innovation.

The marketing isfinaly the
most difficult and tricky aspect
of subjugation of any “ neo-
colonialist” endeavor. Theterm
“ propaganda “ is now in
disrepute however dl itstenets
are gtill in full use. People in
power have learnt through
history and patronage that
violenceor the cons stent threat
of suffering should be kept in
the shadows, away from public
discourse thus alowing for our
own human psyche to concoct
vivid imaginations of the
horrorsthat will happen to usif
we dare cross that Rubicon.

Power has now tapped into
the science of coddling and
manipulating bravery. In 2014
if you are not a soldier or an
activist martyr it basically
means that you are normal and
congdered alukewarm coward.
The control of utopian values
and abstract idealsis no longer
within the realm of common
people.

Asdifficult asitistobelieve,
humanity is now in the
technological feudal age of
civilization. Fighting for human
rightscurrently, should bemore
important  than  ever,
nevertheless for whatever
reasons or misconceptions; this
isnot the case.

Where race will no longer
matter but theclassof theperson
will, most of the time race gets
intheway of sfting throughthe
chaff to get to potential talentin
the society. Economic-caste
appears as if it may be the
answer to capitalist human
resource problems the world
over.

Classasacastesystemisthe
new theory that may be on the
rise worldwide within the
backrooms of power. Defined
and bordered; by capitalism,
monopolist, meritocracy, welfare
and oligarchy, economic-caste
may soon replace racism and
become the next hegemony that
people will rail againg.

The funny thing about all
these terms is that the basic
precepts and fundamentals
never change throughout the
centuries, exploitation, neo-
colonialism and subjugation.

Some ethnic group ends up
being subjugated.
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How Kanshi Ram saw the Media

When Kanshiram was touring
the country to forge acommon
front of the Bahujans, he usd
totel theaudienceat hispublic
mestings that the entire Indian
media was in the hands of
Brahmins and Banias and that
waswhy it nether hadany place
for people like him nor for
movementslaunched by them.
AccordingtoKanshiram, the
media spolicy wasof ‘ blackmall
and blackout’. “They cannot
publish any news about our
activities. Our second nationa
conventionwasheld in Delhi. It
lagted fivedaysbut nonewspgper
published evenasinglelineabout
it” he said. When the
‘mainstream’ media actualy
published news of any of his
activities hewould be amazed.
KanshiramtoldtheBahujan
community “Daily newspapers
comeout every day andwereed
them. They influence us and
bring changes in our attitude.
Thecountry’sdominant dasses
and cadtes hed redized this a
thebeginning of theBritishrule
and surely but steadily they
brought the daily newspapers
under their contral. Ultimatdly,

by Anil Chamadia

their control over the daily
newspaper business was
complete. This created many
problemsfor the Ddit cagtes”
Then Kanshiram aso made
an appeal to the Bahujans:
“Thosewho are saddened by the
fact that the privileged,
prosperous class has come to
control the minds of the Ddits
and the exploited lot, they will
havetotakesomestepstoremedy
the dtuation. They will have to
break the stranglehold of the
dominant dlasson thedailies”
When he garted publication
of Bahujan Sangathak, he was
wel avarethat it may notlast more
thanacoupleof issues Heused to
say that the members of his
community must have launched
thousandsof publicationsbut none
survived more than one or two
issues Heemphasized theneed to
not only sart publicationsbut aso

to ensure that they last. His
gpeechesindicatewhy Kanshiram,
during the initial days of his
movement, laid equa stress on
developing Bahujan media
Further, amobileexhibitionon
Ambedker travelledwithhim. The
ideawastointroducepeopletothe
contribution of Ambedkar. For
him, such fairs were the primary
means of communication.
Kanshiram knew very well what
medium would be bet suited for
inspiring and influencing the
community he was targetting.
When he was preparing the
ground for the Bahujan movement
through BAMCEF, according to
him, about 30% Dalits knew
nothing about Ambedkar. Heknew
that merely introducing thissection
of Dditsto Ambedkar would help
turn it into a potent weapon for
rasing political consciousnessand
bringing about socid change.
Kanshiram also inspired
confidence among his audience
without the aid of the mass
media. His message that
Bahujans need not depend on
the publications of others
inspired a section of Bahujans
to preserve their own literature.

Express Your self, Voice Your Opinion

Dalit Cry invites you to express yourself and voice your opinion
through articles and write-ups on issues pertaining to Dalits and Dalit-
Bahujans. Please email your submission to: info@dalitcry.org

Would Reservation Benefit Eklavya?

Indiais now caught between
two shadesof saffron—onethe
unsophisticated, bawdy, rabid
pro-Hindutvafundamentaids,
and the other even more
insidious, dangerous and
venomous — the pseudo
sophisticated, modern
academicians and self
proclaimed philosophers.

This category has written
books, published papers,
spoken at international
conferences and have even
said that the ‘SC/ST and
Mudims have a bad dedl in
this country. They will
publiciseatrocitiescommitted
againgt thesetwo groups, they
will make sure that these
words get specia mention in
their speeches and writings,
but a no point will they look
a it asahuman right.

They will not takeit up as
alifetimeagenda, they will not
changetheir own* upper caste
names, they will ill attend all

by Dr. Sylvia Karpagam

those ceremoniesthat vaidate
their caste status, they will il
talk about discrimination as a
cultural phenomenon that is
best |eft untouched, they will
till not question that they are
present in overpowering
numbers at decision making

bodies, they will never giveup
their spaces.

How long can this rhetoric
go on? If you so called upper
castefolk redlly want to practice

your inane mouthings of

equality and equity, then move |

out actively from spaces and
bring in actively, those your
caste group has traditionally
oppressed. This oppression has
been rampant acrossthe country,
outrageous and inhuman. Stop
0Ccupying spaces.

You didn’'t have to mind
cattle while you studied, you
didn’t have to drop out of
school to ensure that you had
water in your home, you
weren't made to Sit outside a
classroom or washtoilets. You
didn’t haveyour houselocated
in a colony that government
officiads never visited in case
they got polluted by the caste
you were born with.

If you had to get through
all that and get into a
professional situation, then
surely you deservealittiemore
support, right? That's kind of
the underlining philosophy of
equity. Equity, from the point

' Dalit Christians — Victims of Casteism!|

by Duvvuru Kamalakar

Casteism has become
pervasive in Christian
churches and organisations.
Dalits who embraced
Christianity were motivated
by the fact that they would
be given an equal status,
value, rightsand dignity. But
Christian churches,
organisations and the
community have never lived
up to their stated values of
equality and dalits continue
to be discriminated and
excluded in churches and
Christian organisations due
to their caste origins.

In fact, Dalit Christians
face worse discrimination
thanthe Dalit Hindus asthey
are subjected to multiple
discriminations:
discriminated by the church
and Christian organisations,
discriminated by society,
discriminated by the Dalits of
other faiths and
discriminated by the state.

The continuation of the
caste system among the
Christiansisattributed to the
nature of mass conversions
of entire villages, as aresult
of which existing social
stratification was not
affected. When Christian
missionaries began their
work in India, their promise
of equal treatment and
opportunity for all castes
became the prime reason for
Dalits to embrace the
missionary message, but
caste prejudices continued.

A myth is being
perpetuated that the Dalits
who converted to
Christianity are better placed.
However, the conversion of
Dalits into Christianity has
no effect on their social
status. A cursory
examination of Dalit
Christian communities in
different parts of India

reveals the fact that even
conversion could not change
this redlity.

Dalit Christians are
unigue in the discrimination
they faceinthelarger society
as upper-caste Indians treat
Dalit Christians worse than
other Dalits. In the eyes of
upper castes, Dalit Christians
made the “mistake” of
embracing aforeignreligion,
in addition to their “crime”
of being untouchables. This
leads to double
discrimination: as Dalitsand
as Christians.

The Indian government
too discriminates against
Dalit Christians as it has
brought a distinction
between one kind of Dalits
and another, offering benefits
and privileges to Dalits who
areHindu, Sikh or Buddhist,
whiledenying themto Dalits
who are Christian or Muslim.
The SCs of Christianity and
Islam are denied the afore
mentioned Constitutional
privileges, with far reaching
implications.

Church and Christian
organisations have to
understand the dual identity
of Dalit Christians, and come
out from their Brahminical
way of looking at the issues.
Itishigh time the |leadership
of suchinstitutionsdrop their
divisive and discriminative
caste, class and patriarchal
mindset to enable Dalit
Christians to enjoy their
human dignity, value and
rights in par with others in
Christ.

In order to bring the
required transformation in
the Christian community,
Dalit Christians should be
proactive. Here Ambedkar’s
dictum is very much
relevant: “Educate, Agitate
and Organise”.

of an ‘upper’ caste person is
to giveup something you think
you deserve because of your
current achievements, to undo
the unfair advantages your
community or your caste has
received because of past (and
current) human rights
violations. You become
accountable for what your
community has done over
generations. People who are
‘upper caste' and who object to
reservations must understand
that they have won the race
unfarly. They haveaccesstothe
best of education, best of
resources, best homes because
they have atempted to destroy
and dehumanize their potential
competitors.

Ekalavya came up to the
level of Arjun not because a
system supported him. Hecame
up entirely on merit but the

system till broke him by taking
away theonly thing hehad. This
has happened for generations
and it has broken people’s will
and people's salf esteem.

SC students commit
suicide. Inyour heart you think
“Serves Them Right For
Entering My domain” and that
is because you believe very
intrinsically that it is your
domain.

You genuinely believe in
your heart that you deserve
more. Thisistheparadigm that
drives you al the time. You
believe that it is your karmic
position that gives you this
advantage and therefore you
happily accept a state of
inequdlity.

This is the core of your
belief. Think about it. Redlly
deeply think about it and then
decide.
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The Badaun and Bhagana
gang rapes of minor Dalit
girls come to us as stark
reminders of not only the
horror expected when sexual
violence meets caste atrocity,
but alsotolay barethe nature
of the state machinery that
protects the accused.

In the Badaun gang rape,
the first report that | read
suggested “the girls hanged
themselves’, quoting Atul
Saxena, Badaun’s police
chief.

We also now know that
the police refused to file a
“missing persons’ complaint,
that they denied recourse to
justice to the parents of the
victims, that they tried their
best to shield the accused.

But the reason | draw
attention to this early report
IS to point out the easy,
offhand manner inwhich the
police force in this country
deal with violence against
the marginalised, especially

Hurtling Towar ds a Rape Nation

by M eena Kandasamy

Dalits. Policeroutinely
refuse to file a first
information report &
where Dalits are
murdered, and when
pressed by grassroots
organisations, they B
avoid Section 302
(murder) of the Indian
Penal Code, and instead
file casesunder Section
174 (death under
suspicious
circumstances).

It is easy to condemn
sexual violence in the
strongest possibleterms, but
we should realise that we
will be making no progress
at all in combating rape if
we do not uproot the
oppressive caste system and
challengethe state structure
that has entered into a
powerful, parasitic

relationship with caste and
communal forces.

Those who are skeptical
about this obvious connection
might do well to remember
that it is this same caste
monster that killscaste-Hindu
girls in the name of “honour
killings”.

The caste-Hindu male has
asense of entitlement over the
bodies of caste-Hindu, over

thebodiesof Dalit, over
the bodies of Dalit
women. Asrapeisan act
of male entitlement, it
becomes a dangerous
weapon of war in the
hands of caste-Hindu
men who use sexual
humiliation and
violence to sustain a
system that keeps intact
their supremacy.

On June 4, 100
families from Bhagana in
Haryana, protesting at Jantar
Mantar against the gang rape
of four minor Dalit girls by
the dominant caste Jats, were
evicted by the Delhi Police.

Not only isjustice denied,
but even the moral right to
register a protest is being
snatched away. It is not only
in instances of rapes that
Dalits have been denied

justice. In a massacre in
Kilvenmani in 1968 that
killed 44 Dalits, the Madras
High Court acquitted all the
accused for lack of
evidence.The Patna High
Court repeated thisfeat inits
verdict in the Bathani Tola
massacre (21 Dalits killed,
1996) and the Laxmanpur
Bathe massacre (58 Dalits
killed, 1997).

The latest in this hall of
shame is the Tsundur
massacre of 1991, where a
few months ago the Andhra
Pradesh High Court let al the
accused walk free.

We must remember that
the girls of Badaun and
Bhaganaare not only victims
of the caste system and rape
culture, but also a state
machinery that supportsthis
shame, and that we have to
fight all these forces that
keepthisdisgracediveif we
no longer want to be a rape
nation.

Dalit Girlsin Modern
Slavery in Textile Mills

The report “Flawed Fabrics’
released by the India
Committeeonthe Netherlands
(ICN) and the Centre for
Research on Multinational
Corporations (SOMO), states
that girls as young as 15 in
South India's spinning mills
aredtill facing appalling labour
conditions that amount to
forced labour. They live in
very basic company-run
hostels and are hardly ever
allowed to leave the company
compound. The researched
spinning mills have Western
companies and Bangladesh
garment

factories ¢
among their F«
customers.

T h e§
spinning B
mills are |
found to
recruit poor
and marginalised girls,
predominantly Dalits, by
luring their familieswithfalse
promises of education and
proper living conditionsat the
hostels, as well as legal
working conditions and a
bonus payment, whichisoften
not awarded once the girls
finishtheir work. Accordingto
the report, the redlity the girls
are met with is often found to
bea68-hour working week, no
contracts or payslips, no
education and being locked
insde factory and dormitory
compounds during working
and non-working hours.

One of the main concerns
voiced by thegirlsinterviewed
isthelack of freedomto leave
the hostel and factory, fear of
the supervisors and missing
contact with their families.

Violationsof key humanrights
and labour rights were found
to be prevaent at the mills
investigated, including to
freedom of movement,
freedom of association and
violations amounting the
conditions of forced labour.
The girlswerefound to be
unaware of these rights or
under theimpressionthat girls
could not join or form trade
unions.
Theresearchersfound that
the manner in which the girls
were recruited under false

pretences amount to
trafficking
|1 - ""” and the

L ="§—M conditions

payess includingthe

M8 physical
.. confinement
B in the work
location and
- psychologicd
compulsion backed up by a
credible threat for non-
compliance, amount to forced
[abour.

The workers felt that the
supervisorswerethreatening
and hogtiletowardsthemand
scolded them for thingslike
asking for leave because
they were ill, committing
any mistake, refusing
overtime or going to the
toilet too often.

Whentheresearchersasked
the girlswhat they would like
to see changed, they said they
would liketo beallowed to go
outside, earn enough money to
be able to save some up, visit
their homesmore often and be
allowed to have a mobile
phone so they could spesk to
their families without the
presence of a supervisor.

Patriarchy and the Dysfunction of Society

With  much talk of
paedophiliaplusthe physical
and sexual mistreatment and
abuse of dalit women in the
news just lately (if largely
because of the number of
well known individuals
called into question), it set
me thinking about the
perpetrators and why it is
that so many males are
drawn towards violence of
thiskind.

What isit about the make-
up of societies around the
world that spawns and
breeds ongoing generations,
some of whose offspring
have a propensity for what
the majority view as
antisocial? For we are
talking about a global
phenomenon here; neither
nationality nor religion seem
to make a difference.

Patriarchy isthecommon
factor. Nation states and
wildly differing cultural
societiesfrom all continents
aremostly male-oriented and
hierarchical throughout.
From politics and state
institutions, business
structures and workplacesto
schools, universities and
sports organisations — all
know their place and the
majority rarely question it.

What we have is the
perpetuation of patriarchy
right through society. What
happens to ego, personality
and character when
individuasareautomatically
and without consideration
slotted into their place in
such artificial constructs?
Why should one individual
or a small group of
individuals have so much
power over so many others,
creating afal se perception of
worthiness, ability or status?

When this relates to
earnings capacity or
‘standing’ in one’s own
recognised social group,
community or place of work,
how does it affect self-
esteem? Doesthiscontribute

by Janet Surman

to anindividual’s perception
of themselves as victims of
society or of a system? And
how does this apply
differently, if it does, to male
and female?

Within the hierarchy, asa
group, women still fall well
below the station of men in
opportunity to reach the top
levelsin employment and in
wages or salary and they till
carry the greater burden of
‘unpaid’ work such as that
done in the home, including
child care and parental care.

And with this knowledge
there is still a reluctance or
refusal by somemenin many
societies to take on a share
of day-to-day necessary
chores which, presumably,
they’d have to do if living
aone. Why isthere still this
lingering culture of certain
jobsbeing ‘women’'swork’ ?

As for the men, who have
been culturally indoctrinated
in the belief that, for one
reason or another, they are
superior or more important,
more entitled (than women),
whilst at the same time being
intensely awarethat their place
in the hierarchy is pretty low,
affecting self-esteem, ego, etc.

Isthispossibly atrigger to,
or an excuse for the use of
violence against women,
against children — their own
or others' and to other men
physically weaker than they
are?

And why would awoman
chooseto stay with apartner
who regularly uses violence
of any kind against her? Has
she, too, been indoctrinated

to feel that it is down to her
worth, that she deservesit?

Whatever the truth for
individual examples of
givers and receivers of
violence something is
seriously amiss in this
outlook and attitude to
coexistence in any kind of
community or relationship.
The dysfunction of so much
of society is a result of
unwritten laws and accepted
norms of which we had no
part in the making but which
weare expected to accept and
adopt as our own so-called
customs and traditions, as
our supposedly ‘cultural
heritage.’

The system wewere born
into - grew up in aschildren,
studied in, succeeded in,
failed in, struggled in,
workedin, built relationships
in, produced children in -
shaped us and we accepted
or rebelled, became
acquiescent or antagonistic
and we observetheresultsin
all those around us.

Changing the conditions
for ourselves and future
generations means changing
the system. Thefirst priority
for peaceful and productive
coexistence would surely
require ahuge expectation of
individual acceptance of and
satisfaction with one’'s own
existence and overall place
withinthewider community.

A strong feeling of self-
worth would flow from the
freedoms fought for and
gained. Worth not granted from
above, bestowed by a now
defunct hierarchy but coming
from the inner self because of
personal choices made from
the unlimited optionsavailable
in a society built on common
ownership and free access.

This is truly a paradigm
shift which requires much
individua consideration. Itis
the only way ahead for an
intelligent lifeforceintent on
achievingitsfull potential in
harmony with Gaia.




Dalit Cry

Politics

December 2014 11

Dalit Bahujan’s Capitulation before M anuvaad

When atemplein Madhubani
was thoroughly washed after
avigtby Bihar Chief Minister
Jeetanram Manjhi, some said
that the chief minister had
becomeavictim of thesystem
of untouchability. In arelated
development, BSP national
general secretary Swami
Prasad Maurya stirred up a
hornet’s nest by saying that

Gauri-Ganesh shouid not be §

worshipped in marriages. But
soon afterwards, BSP
supremo Mayawati
disassociated herself from
what she termed Maurya's
personal opinion.

The tradition of opposition
to religious ritualism neither
begins nor ends here. Indian
society has seen not only
debates but also movementson
this issue. Such movements
took place before Ambedkar
and they continued after Periyar.

Now, the question is why
those who raised these
guestions are trying to skirt
them. Politics based on caste
identity dwaysstandstherisk
of getting absorbed in the
religion. Itisnot acoincidence
that those who raised the
dogans of ‘Tilak, tarazu aur
talwar, inko maro jute chaar’
arenow talking of ‘ Hathi nahi
Ganesh hai, Brahma, Vishnu,
Mahesh hai’.

This is not merely about
being drawn to Hindu gods
and goddesses. It is about
falling for soft Hindutva.
Amidst the chantings of
‘Hathi aage badta jayega,
Brahman shankh bajayega
(The elephant will march
ahead, the Brahmin will blow
the couch shell), the ‘hathi’
actually entered the same
Manuwadi enclosure from
where it had set out to attain
freedom. ThiswasaHindutva
strategy of turning identity-
based caste politics into the
handmaiden of soft Hindutva.

For us, it should not be
important if a temple is

by Ragjiv Kumar Yadav

purified after a Ddlit vidtsit.
It is a question of nation-
building, which isimpossible
without a scientific temper.
Ddlit palitics, which wasbased
on opposition to Manuwadi-
Brahminvadi system, had
hel peditssupportersrecognize
the divisive ideology that
differentiated man from man.
Asthat politicshaslostitsway,
itisnot surprising that society
isfollowing suit.

The present protagonists of
Ddlit politicshaveredlized that
only ideological
pronouncements won't solve
the problem; a practical
approach will be needed.
Unless the people who have
drifted away from Dalit
politicsand joined theranksof
thosewho ‘feed milk to stones
donot returntoitsfold, itsvery
existence would be under
threet. Ddit politicsfacesared
threat from the disillusioned
middle class that has emerged
from the Ddit community. In
the Lok Sabha dections, this
middle class sded with Modi
and helped turn the political
atmosphere in hisfavour. The
sameistrue of the OBCs.

Theemerging middleclass
of the OBCsisaso under the
sway of the BJP. Hindutva
politics draws this class
towardsit becauseit promises
to solve the issues related to
its identity. Those who had
jumped on the Maya-
Mulayam bandwagon not

Bid to Woo Dalits

Accordingtothe Timesof India,
the rolling out of the Bihar's
devel opment road mep isabid
by the JD(U) to woo dalits,
farmersand minorities.

While ralling out the plan,
chief miniger JtanRamManjhi
hadsaidthet "hewishestobridge
thegap betweentherichand the
poor and bring poor and
deprived sections to the
maindream.

Quoting former Presdent A
PJAbdul Kdamhehad said thet
Indiacould not devel op without
the progress of Bihar and urged
the Centre to accord specia
daustothedate.

The reports cites Manjhi as
saying “In our journey, we are
taking along people of all
sections and regions. Specia
category datustoBiharisnot just
ademand, but an expresson of
the right to development of ten
crore people of thedae Thisis
important for setting up a
network of indudtries, increesing
job opportunities and ensuring
availability of resources Weare
not getting full cooperationfrom
the Centre, but wewill continue

the campaign for specid Satus
till we get our rightful due’.

The ninth report card
contains achievements of the
government during Sx months
withNitishand six months with
Manjhi a the hem. Nitish hed
ealier resgned as CM owning
moral responsibility for his
party’s defeet in the 2014 Lok
Sabha dection and had hand-
picked Manjhi as his successor.

Thepaper said"Chief Minigter
Manjhi admitted his government
was focusing on the uplift of
certain sections like youth,
mahaddit, minoritiesand farmers
through fresh measures many of
which have been announced.”

The daily aso reported that
"TheCM darifieditwasonlyin
jest that he said he would not
dlowthesavenUnionminigters
from Bihar to enter the date if
they won't cooperate with the
date government.”

“They are our brothers and
they would themselves feel
embarrassed if they do not do
anythingintheinterest of Bihar
and | am sure they understand
their responsibilities

because of any ideological
preferencesbut onthequestion
of identity — why will they
remain there?\Why won'’t they
becomefellow travellerswith
the BJP?

Asfor Mayawati, she had
surrendered beforethe BJPon
the issue of Periyar’s statue.
In 2002, the BSP government,
ruling Uttar Pradesh with the
support of the BJP, decided to
erect a statue of Periyar at
Lucknow’s Ambedkar Park.
The BJP and other Hindutva
organizations opposed it, and
the idea was quietly dropped.
For the BJP and others of its
ilk, Periyar’sstatue represents
a thought, which, they fed,
threatensthe very existence of
Indian society. It was for the
same reason that these
organizations had opposed a
CD titled ‘ Teesri Azadi’ inthe
year 2007.

Manjhi iscomplaining that
even being the Chief Minister
could not protect him from
untouchability and the
prevalent bias against
Mahadalits. But the question
whicharisesiswhy, inthefirst
place, did he go to atemple?

When Manjhi observes
that casteism’sstedly gripon
society has not |loosened
even a bit, he should also
realize that the temple he
visited doesnot belongtothe
Indian Republic. It is a
temple that is run according
to the tenets of Manu, one of
which is that Dalits are not
alowed inside.

Thereisanother version of
what happened: the temple
was not washed after he left
but before he came and that
he performed the puja with
proper mantras and rituas.

Therefore, Manjhi should
introspect as to why he went
there. When he says he was
treated inthismanner because
he is a Mahadalit, he is not
wrong—ijust ideologically
immature.

Concern over
Honor Killings

Expressing concern over the
rise in “honour killings' in
Tamil Nadu, VCK leader Thol
Thirumavaavan said most of
the caste Hindus indulge in
killing their dear ones due to
psychological pressure from
their community membersand
other intermediate castes.

Participating in a party
function, Thirumavalavan
said, “The caste Hindus have
alwaysbeen living in the con-
stant fear of family honour get-
ting eroded.

“Formaintainingtheir false
prejudice, they even resort to
doing away with their daugh-
ter/son if they elope with a
Ddlit. They don't even fear or
carefor law when it comesto
safeguarding their false preju-
dice”

He also said as many as
twenty-six Dalitswerekilled
during thelast six monthsin
Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi
districts and noted that
atrocitiesagaing Dditshave
been increasing across the
State. Source: New Indian
Express

Dalits Warming up to BJP
Worries SAD

TheBJPisgoingall out to cash
in on the 31.9 per cent huge
ddit populationin Punjab. One
of themgjor indications of this
move is the induction of Dalit
leader Vijay Sampla into the
Modi government.

This move, however, has
not gone done well with the
alliance partner, the Shiromani
Akali Dd, which clamsto be
the custodian of thissectionand
its MPs now want an audience
with
Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi.

T he s
saffron E§
party is g
outtoplay
every card
inthisotherwise sengtiveborder
date, wherethe RSSisnow fully
active. The BJP hastaken up the
causeof thederasand the RSSis
now holding camps for them in
the state.

After Lok Sabha elections,
the Sangh has been active in
rura areas of the state and has
been organising camps to
attract youth so astorevivethe
Rashtriya Sikh Sangat, its unit
for skh community.

The highest dalit population
residesin Ferozepur, followed
by Nawanshahr, Jalandhar,
Muktsar, Faridkot, Tarn
Taranand Kapurthala.

Of the 117 Assembly
constituencies, there are 34
reserved congtituencies and of
13 Lok Sabha seats, four are
reserved.

Now, in order to address the
growing tension between the
SAD and the BJP, Akali Dal
leaders
decided to
holdlunch-in
meetings
with the BJP
leaders, but
g muchtother
dismay itwas
. only the

- Akali Dal
|eadersthat attended themeeting.

Being apprehensive about
the continuation of theso called
‘interminable aliance’ with the
BJP and with tension soaring
high between the two parties,
Akali MPs have sought an
appointment with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
regarding state's long-pending
demands and issues concerning
the Sikkh community.

Source: New Indian Express

Dalit Officers Upset with CM ?

Senior IASand KAS officers
are reportedly not co-
operatingwiththemajority of
Karnataka ministers. What is
worrisome for the Congress
government is the
disenchantment of Dalit
officers who have virtually
disassociated themselves
fromthegovernment whilean
equally powerful section of
senior officers from the
Vokkaliga, Lingayat and
Brahmin communities are at
loggerheadswiththe CM and
his camp for various reasons,
claimed sources.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicleasenior bureaucrat
disclosed on the condition of

anonymity that generally
when a Congress government
comes to power, it draws its
srength from Dalit officersas
among the bureaucrats, Dalits
constitute a large chunk
though Vokkaigas, Lingayats
and Brahmins are present in
large numbers.

The bureaucrat further
contended that Congress
leaders drew strength from
Dalit officers while getting
minor support from the other
groups. This in the past had
helped the Congress to push
their programmes and deliver
what they had promised.

Source: The Deccan
Chronicle

SP Plans Driveto Win
Over Dalits

The Samajwadi Party hopesto
demolish the Bahujan Samg
Party’s strongest bastion, its
dalit votebank, with a
sustained campaign beginning
in December.

If  these
plans trandate
into redity, the
BSP should be
prepared for a A
major shock in »
the next
election.

SPMLA Subhash Pas, who
headstheparty’sSC/ST cell sad
hewill soon launch acampaign
to bring dditsinto the SP'sfold
and dispel the belief that dalits
backed the BSP done.

“Inmid-December, wewill
hold a convention of
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribesin Lucknow
inwhich CM Akhilesh Yadav
and party president Mulayam

Singh Yadav will be the main
Speskers.”

"We will invite all caste
groups in SC/ST category to
atend it,” he said.

After the
convention,
where the SP
will throw open
its doors to
ddits formaly,
and assurethem
their interests
will be protected inthe SP, Mr
Pas and his wife Reena will
gart touring the statewith their
supporters.

Mr Pasi, who heads an
NGO, Akshar Foundation,
which works in collaboration
with the Nargis Dutt
Foundation in Mumbai, will
launch ambulances that will
vigtdalit-dominated localities.
Source: The Deccan
Chronicle
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Day and night we suffer
Wewill take our pleato the Sehib

How long do we haveto suffer

How shameful to changerdigion!

Crocodile

Day and night we labour
To receivetwo rupessamonth

Even the gods consider not our sorrows

Weshdl go to the court of the pastor ( padari)
We shdl apodtatise and become English
Hey Ram! Leaving religionisso hard

You shattered the pillar and saved Prahlad
Rescued the Elephant King from thejaws of the

Thelandlord degpscosly in hishouse
Wﬂlewe plough thefarm to earn fromit

An Untouchables Complaint

by Hira Dom Trandation: ©Ashish Alexander

Therulersdescend with asplendid retinue
They'd grab us now to work as bonded labour
With sedled lipswe carry on working

All thiswewill report to the government
We shdl not go begging likethe Brahmin
We dhdl not wield stickslike the Thekurs
We dhdl not hold scaleslike the Sahu

We shdl not graze cowslikethe Ahir

We shdl not write poetry likeaBhat

We shdl not weear turban and go to courts
Weshdl earn by the swest of our brow

At homewewill shareand eat with dl
Duryodhan’s brother was pulling it off

You gppeared and extended the end of the sari
You killed Ravan and protected Vibhishan
Onthelittlefinger, youlifted the mountain
Where are you degping now and not hearing us
Areyou scared too of aDom'stouch?

broken

Our body ismeade of flesh and bones
AndsoisaBrahmin's

But heisworshipped in every home

And thewholeland has become hisjajmani
We areforbidden from going near thewell
Wedrink fetching water out of mud

If wego near wellswearewhipped, our limbs

Why should we be harassed so much?

~

/

Dalit GirlsAbducted and Converted in Pakistan

InPakigtan, thelargest minority
is Hindus with a popul ation of
about seven million, over 85%
of them being dalits. As
elsawhereinthe sub-continent,
dalits here too continueto face
atrocities and discrimination.

School-going ddit girlsarea
particularly vulnerable group
who suffer abduction, rape and
ubsequent forceful converson.

Although by law a minor
cannot change religions or get
married until attaining the age
of an adult, during thelast one
and a half month 9 cases of
abduction, rapeand conversion
of minor ddit girlshasoccurred
in the Sindh and Punjab
provinces.

by Chander Kohli

In all these cases, the police
haveturned ablind eye, siding
with perpetratorsof the crimes,

refusing to register FIRs and
asking the victims to resolve
meatterswith the perpetratorsof
the crimes.

In order to get justice, the
parents of the victims have to
go through a lot of hardship,
having to sdll ther livestock to
get the money needed to
approach the courts.

When the matter isindeed
taken up by the courts, the
victims and their familiesare
threatened by the
perpetrators.

The threats include
threat to murder the victims
and also to abduct and
forcefully convert sisters of

the victims.

Discrimination continues against

Dalitsin Nepal

Dalit communities, thelowest
of the 100 caste groups in
Nepal, continue to be
marginalized, despitethefact
that caste based
discrimination was abolished
in 1963, activists say.
"Untouchability and
discrimination were
legitimized by the state over
a century ago,” said Bhakta
Biswakarma, national head of
the advocacy group, Nepal

National Dalit Social Welfare
Organization (NNDSWO).
"Today we see the state
doing little to change the
situation. Discrimination
against the dalit as the
untouchable caste is still

practised so rigidly -
especially in the remote
areas.”

The 1854 Civil Code,
introduced by the Rana
regime, explicitly declared
the dalits untouchable, the
lowest status within the
Hindu social hierarchical
structure.This imposed strict
regulations on where dalits

were allowed to live (they
could not enter templesor use
the same tap water as higher
castes), forbade them from
education and from
participating in community
festivals.

Those who defied the law
of untouchability were
punished; the state imposed
the practice of discrimination
on society, said Suman
Poudel, an official with the
Dalit NGO Federation
(DNF).

Little has changed for the
estimated 23 dalit
communitiesin the country’s
hill and Terai regions, despite
the propagation of legal
rights.

Dalit communities have
the lowest human
development rankings in the
country: 49.2 percent live
below the poverty line
compared with a national
average of 31 percent,
according to the World Bank.

The UN Development
Programme (UNDP) says

discriminatory labour
practices persist in the Terai,
where the majority of dalits
live. During annual harvest
seasons (March-May and
September-November), high-
caste landlords reportedly
continue to use debt bondage
to secure unpaid labour from
Dalit labourers.

IntheTeral, many dalitsare
landless and live on less than
US$1 aday, Poudel said, while
UNDP assessments reveal that
their annual per capitaincome
is less than half that of higher
castes ($764 to $1,848) across
the rest of the country.

With aliteracy rate of less
than 33.5 percent abovegrade
Six (against 67.5 percent
among higher-caste
Brahmins), and high rates of
school dropout, improving
the social condition of dalit
communitiesis a challenge.

And  while caste
discrimination was officially
abolishedin 1963, expertssay
the government has been
weak in enforcing the ban.

A Thousand Dalits Abroac

by Chandra Bhan Prasad

Over 100,000 Indian students
aregoing to the United States,
England, Australiaand Russia
for education every year. Upon
return, most get top jobs
immediately and some even
settle abroad itself. | know a
few dalit students who are
studying in the US and know
somewhoare

trying to. Action’ in|
But, sure F t h e
enough, it is . admission
not feasible criterion.
for a variety o8 ; A 1000
of reasons, Overseas
sponsorship Fdlowships
being one of = to dalit/
them. A four- adivasi

year B.Tech courseinthe US,
for instance, requires over Rs
50,00,000. The same goes in
England or Australia.

The question is — how
many Dalit parents can afford
to send at least one of their
children to study abroad?

Not many. Thereisaway
out however: Scholarships.
TheMinigtry of Socid Jugtice
and Empowerment currently
has an overseas scholarship
programmefor dalit students.
But they are few in numbers
- just 27 Fellowships are set
asdefor Dalitsevery year.

The government of India
shouldincreaseittoincludeat
least 1000 dalit students for
fellowshipsfor studiesabroad.

The ddlits are at a turning
point in their journey to
freedom. Thanks to
affirmative action, atiny dalit
middle class has come into
being. Post the reforms of
1990, this section isgradualy
evolving through their forays
in entrepreneurships. Almost
extraordinarily, thechildren of

the dalit middle class are also
competing  with andI
superseding the children of
upper castes.

The Overseas Fellowships
will be financial support
schemes. Dalit students will
haveto qualify for admissions
on their own without any

‘Affirmative

students would mean 840|
fellowships to the dalit
aspirants. The UPSC
recruits about 1000 civil
servantsevery year wheress,
the dalits share isjust 160
Sedts.

If the 840 Overseas
Fellowshipsturninto aredlity,
then the success rates of
winning thesefd lowshipswill
be much higher than the
success rate in civil services.

The conseguences can be
truly emancipatory.
Thousands of Dalit youths
who compete for civil service
posts might turn towards
Oversess Fellowships.

If these thousand|
fellowships are provided for
dalits in the country, then|
within a decade, thousands of
dalit sudentswill turnintorole
models globally.

What Affirmative Action|
hasmeant tothe Dalitsin over
half a century, the Overseas
Fellowships will have done
much more within acouple of
decades.

Bangladesh NHRC Callsfor
Law against Discrimination

The passage of an
antidiscrimination act will not
fix the discriminatory
mindsets of people but it will
prevent them from acting on
their predispositions says
Bangladesh Nationa Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
Chairman Prof Mizanur
Rahman.

While the law would be a
milestone towards ensuring
the rights of dalits, a
discrimination-free society
will require broadening of
people’s minds, he told a
roundtable on the human
rightsand socia dignity of the
Dadlit people, a TheDaily Star
Centrein the capital.

In June, the Law
Commission recommended
formulation of alaw to prevent
discrimination against dalits,
adivasis, cleaners, tea-garden
labourers, hermaphrodites
(hijras), people with
disahilities, and sex workers,
but no visible step has been
taken yet.

According to the
recommendations, the law
would providefor afine of up
to Tk 10 lakh or 10 years
imprisonment to anyoneguilty

of committing an act of
discrimination.

The NHRC chief said the
initiative did not come from
the government, but people.
He said that though the dalit
people cleaned thewholecity,
they did not get the full
payment, as they were not
officially employed.
“Bangalee sub-contractors
awaysskim off thetop of their
sdary,” he added.

Urging immediate passing
of the law, ActionAid
Bangladesh'sExecutiveBoard
Member M Hafizuddin Khan
saidtheconsciouspeoplemust
see to it that the act was
enforced.

Taposhi Sarkar, secretary
of Nari AntygjaPerishad, said
her people, dalits, weretreated
as untouchables almost
everywhere in the country.
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