To the Chair of the
House of Representatives
Binnenhof 4

The Hague

12 March 2013

Hereby | present to you the answers to the written questions put by the members Voordewind,
Soerdsma, Van Qjik, Bonis, Van der Saaij, Van Bommel and Agnes Mulder on sexual violence
against women in India and constraints for human rights organizations. These questions were
submitted on 28 January 2013 under reference 2013201456.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Frans Timmermans

Answers by Frans Timmermans, Minister of Foreign Affairs, to questions of members
Voordewind (ChristianUnion), Sjoerdsma (Democrats 66), Bonis (Labour Party), Van Ojik
(GreenL€ft), Van der Staay (Reformed Political Party), Van Bommel (Socialist Party) and
Mulder (Christian Democratic Appeal) on sexual violence against women in India and
constraintsfor human rights organizations.

Question 1

Are you informed about the gang rape case regardifegmale student on the 16th of December
2012 in New Delhi and the following mass protestsaeell as the previous gang rapes of Dalit
women in the state of Haryana?

Answer
Yes.

Question 2

What are your views on the observations and recamdat®ns in the recently adopted resolution
of the European Parliament on violence against wpnmeparticular the recommendation that the
EU and its member states should give priority tmgpammes to combat violence against women in
India? How do you want to implement these recomraBods? Can the Dutch government give

further support to implement the recommendationsha resolution? What role are formal and

informal women’s organizations and networks playimghis context or what role could they play?

How can The Netherlands support these?

Answer

The Dutch government supports the resolution of Eheopean Parliament on violence against
women in India. Partly because India itself did athéhe legislation on violence against women,
this issue is on the agenda during the EU-Indiadrunghts dialogue. Through FLOV¥ynding
Leadership and Opportunities for Women) and the UN Fundviolence Against Women, The
Netherlands supports Indian NGOs campaigning farlating violence against and empowerment
of women, including the "Ring the bell campaign'tleé Indian organizatioBreakthrough.



Question 3

Do you share the observation of the European Paeld that women and girls who are

discriminated on the basis of their caste run andugher risk to become victims of various forms
of sexual and other forms of violence and that they subject to an ‘extraordinarily high level of

impunity for perpetrators’? Which groups are mounerable to sexual and violence than other
groups? Are you willing to do further research lois and develop policy on the issue?

Answer

The observation of the European Parliament is faéspiently supported by media reports. National
legislation for the protection of Dalits is sufgeitly present, local implementation however of this
legislation is often still inadequate, especiatiyural areas. Providing support to vulnerable gsou
such as Dalit women, is one of the pillars of tinéernational emancipation policy of The
Netherlands.

Question 4

In which way is the Dutch government planning tatcbute to improving the position of the 100
million Dalit women in India, also in view of theilingness you have shown before to invest in
strengthening the position of Dalits?

Answer

The Dutch government is making efforts to ensuag the topic "discrimination based on work and
descent" continues to receive attention on the dayexi the EU and UN. The recent resolution
adopted in the European Parliament on the situati@nualits gives clear recommendations for EU's
human rights policy. The Netherlands also suppmeteral civil society organizations working for
women's rights and also for Dalits.

Question 5

Is the government willing to actively follow theiminal procedures against the winner of the
Dutch Human Rights Tulip 2012, Marimuthu Bharathang his 23 co-accused and to inform the
Parliament in case of new developments, in any bagere the end of 20137 Is the government
willing to raise the problems that Bharathan is ezigncing from the hands of the Indian
government — including a ban to organize demonetraittor to participate in it — with the Indian
government? If so in what way and within which pdrof time?

Answer

Mr. Bharathan was released on bail, with certamda@ons by the Indian authorities attached to it.
The Netherlands respects the Indian legal systeinttzrefore does not interfere in this ongoing
case. The contact with Mr. Bharathan will be mangd also in view of the further development of
the Award associated with the Tulip. I will keepuyioformed about relevant developments.

Question 6

What is your opinion about reports of 7th Janua0$® that the Indian government has put 103
Indian NGOs and 24 international donors on a ‘scisid’, after having put 77 foreign NGOs on a

‘watch list' in March 2012 in combination with visastrictiond and having cancelled the legal

registration in August 2012 of 4,139 Indian NG®ds the government willing to urgently request
the Indian government to publish the list of 108iém NGOs and 24 international donors? Are you
of the view that these steps severely limit the@feness of the Dutch private funding channel in
India and the operational and political space i spciety organizations?



Answer

Strengthening national legislation for NGOs to gaiore insight into financial flows and activities,
may limit the political and operational space of Q&and thus hamper their effectiveness.

The Indian government did amend in 2010 the from6l@ating Foreign Contribution Regulation
Act (FCRA) to be able to act effectively against ®§&and organizations which, in the opinion of
the Indian government, misused funds from abroadlémal commercial purposes and were used
as a cover for terrorist activities. NGOs that a@ allowed anymore to receive financial
contributions from abroad do not have a FCRA lieeasd are placed on a public list published on
the website of the Indian Ministry of Home Affairghis list is updated regularly. The article which
speaks of a ‘watchlist’ also containing foreign dm) is known to me. The EU delegation in New
Delhi has requested an interview with the Indiathadties on this issue. My opinion on the effect
of the legislation in actual practice, will depemdthis meeting.

Question 7

Are you informed that th&oluntary Action Network India (VANI) assumes that the recent reports
about NGOs on the suspect list of the Indian gavemt are also aimed to silence the present
movement for the rights of womehPoes the government have concrete indicationssthaport

to women organizations in India is blocked or bewagnpered? If so, in which way?

Answer

The reports on the website of teluntary Action Network India about the increasing control on
NGOs and voluntary initiatives relating to finaricieansactions, are known to me. There are at
present no concrete indications that there is &ipdocus with regard to the functioning of
women's organizations.

Question 8

Can the government give an overview of internatia@nors known to her who are prohibited

from transferring money to Indian organizationserperience considerable difficulties doing that?
To what extent are organizations affected who asekimg on women rights, the rights of Dalits

and other human rights issues? How do you morergiyneiew the situation with regard to the

issuing of visa by India to Dutch citizens?

Answer

There is no list of foreign donors that were praieidh to transfer money to Indian organizations. As
indicated in question 6 the Indian government iskivy with a so-called "recipient list". The EU
delegation in New Delhi has requested an interwath the Indian authorities about the problems
of foreign donors.

Regarding the visa applications, international @wes countries the sovereign right to admit or
prohibit foreigners to enter their territory. Itwell-known to me that incidentally Dutch nationals
are not admitted to India despite previously awdrdsa. For this | refer to the answers given by
the Minister of Foreign Affairs to parliamentary egtions by the members Omtzigt and Knops
(CDA) for "denying access to India of two tutors the Dendron College in Horst" dated 30
October 2012.

Question 9

Is the government of the view that the space aeddivm of association and opinion of Indian
NGOs and human rights defenders is severely bémiget? If so, are you willing to raise this
issue explicitly in the European context in oraeatdress this issue with India?

Answer



The Dutch government is concerned about legislatiordifferent countries that hinders the
freedom of movement and freedom of speech of sadiety organizations. This kind of legislation
poses a serious restriction on some crucial hurgdrisrand on the opportunities for NGOs to
discuss them, to raise them publicly and improwsrthThe Dutch government has raised this issue
at the OSCE meeting in December 2012 in DublinsBubject will remain an issue of discussion
via the most effective channels, also within the EU

1) See e.g. speech Jury chair Human Rights Tittp://www.mensenrechtentulp.nl

2) Seehttp://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDell@gG-crimes-Govt-eye-on-103-
NGOs/Article1-986373.aspx

3) Seehttp://www.firstpost.com/india/can-indian-ngos-conie-to-get-foreign-funds-244867.html
4) Seehttp://vaniindia.org/FCRA.pdf

5) Seehttp://www.vaniindia.org/pdf/response.pdf




